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Bringing Christ to the Imprisoned

Interpreting the Bible: Lesson 2
How to Know God, Do His Will, and Empower Others
Lesson 2: Seeing the Wor{Day One) Inquiring of the Lord
(Formerly in Israel, if a man went to inquire of God, he would ¥agme, let us go to the
seer," because the prophet of today used to be called a’8¢&dod," Saul said to his servant.
"Come, let's go." So they set out for the town where the man of&@dJd’ 1 Samuel 9:9-10

Read 1 Samuel 9:9-10 and answer questions 1-4:

1. In the time of the prophet Samuel, how did people seekniafiion about or from God?

2. What did Saul and his servant want to ask the “seé&rSaMmuel 9:4)

3. Define a “seer” and a “prophet”?

4. What is the first job of a Christian leader, tesaclparent or artist?

A “seer” (to see) in the biblical sense is one waw and observed in the spiritual realm. He had
access to the Lord and could declare or announce Godandilpurposes to others. The
announcements could be for current or future events, arhfiodividual (even for Saul’'s lost
donkeys) or on a far grander scale for nations. As timeguafrom Saul and Samuel’s day, the
word “seer” was replaced by the term “prophet.”

Today in Christ and through His Holy Spirit, we als@déhe opportunity to have
communication from God, to know Him and to do His willle don’t know how God opened
the eyes of the “seers” and “prophets” in Old Testarfierds, but we do know that today God
has communicated much through the Bible. His Holy Sgiritkens or stirs our minds and
hearts to understand what God intends through His Word.

Christians don’'t need to go to a “seer” or “prophet” to irgjof the Lord for we have the ability
in Christ to inquire ourselves. But yes, the “seeing@¥yrhe difficult at times. We tend to think
that God spoke directly to these particular men and wosethat there was no mistake about
what God was saying. In the case of Moses (Exodus 33:1dljdHmit perhaps He wasn’t as
direct with other prophets. Nevertheless, true prapalktays seemed to understand what God
wanted them to do even if they didn’t want to con{glynah).

Copyright © Christian Library International
Box 97095 Raleigh, NC 27624 www.cli-nc.org



As Christians we may miss or not fully understand vbadl would have us do simply because
we have preconceived (predetermined, fixed) notions of Waahould say or do. For example,
my husband Anders and | traveled to Costa Rica in 2007. ad/&éénard many good things about
the country and knew a lot of people took vacation thehad imagined a tropical paradise. |
thought of the warm sun beating down, the sweet srhelatic flowers, the local people in
colorful clothes smiling and moving slowly about theiribhess. However, we arrived in the
capital city San Jose where the weather was cool aadded a sweater. It was also a busy and
noisy city with cars and trucks speeding along. The peabglaot have any kind of special
clothes on and all of the houses and businesses habairsimn the windows and doors.

5. Share an example of something that you had imaginédithdt fit the reality of the

situation.

What | had imagined or dreamed about, was not the redMsat we found in San Jose. All
people have a mind with an active imagination for dregrap all kinds of things. We can
imagine things about God that really are not corrdatvery person designed God in his or her
own imagination, then we would be like those followihg Hindu religion with thousands and
thousands of gods or idols.

There is a lighthearted saying, “God created man imiagié and man returned the favor.” In
other words, we try to imagine and create God in ouramimage. We want the control of
deciding who God is and how He should relate to the world.

This is why the Bible and Bible Study are critical torgMesing soul. Our faith must be based
on real events or it becomes a fabrication (inventie) of someone’s imagination. The Bible
claims to be the words of God that He gave to human autNeither the authors of the Bible
nor the Bible itself have ever been proven false.

But as for you, continue in what you have learned and have become convincedudeh®u
know those from whom you learneditand how from infancy you have known the holy
Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through fa@hrist Jesus:® All
Scripture is God-breathed and is useful for teaching, rebuking, correctinganuhg in
righteousness, so that the man of God may be thoroughly equipped for every good work.
NV'2 Timothy 3:14-17

In 2 Timothy 3:14-17, Paul is writing to Timothy. Read and ansyuestions 6-9:

6. What had Timothy known from infancy?

7. Who were Timothy’s first teachers (2 Timothy 1:5)?

8. How much of the Bible is God-breathed or inspired bgd?%o

9. How are you equipped for every good work?
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Moses then wrote down everything the LORD had said. He got up eangxheorning and
built an altar at the foot of the mountain and set up twelve stonegiiresenting the twelve
tribes of Israel™ Exodus 24:4

When Moses came down from Mount Sinai with the two tablets of thedm®sin his hands, he
was not aware that his face was radiant because he had spoken withRie LO
NV Exodus 34:29

Read Exodus 24:4, 34:29 and answer questions 10-12:

10. Who told Moses what to write down?

11. Did Moses miss something that the LORD told him to wdden? Yes No (Circle One)

12. How is Moses’ face described after speaking with el 2

"This is what the LORD, the God of Israel, says: '"Write in a latiake words | have spoken to
you.N"v Jeremiah 30:2

Read Jeremiah 30:2 and answer questions 13-14:

13. Who gave the prophet Jeremiah the words to say anefwrit

14. Why should we believe Moses, Jeremiah and all the atit@ors of the Bible?

The people with whom Moses, Jeremiah and the othecaibiiriters lived recognized that God
was with them. The Israelites especially saw anddhahthe miracles that God preformed
through Moses. These men also lived in a way thaircoed their relationship with God. Their
words were written down and accepted throughout generat®oG®d’s words.

It is also important to recognize that God moved the petopaccept certain books as His words
and reject others. The accepted books are known asnba of Scripture. Today it “is most
often used to designate the collection of biblical bdbks Christians accept as uniquely
authoritative for defining Christian faith and practi¢élhe ‘canon’ “designates the boundaries
of God'’s inspired Word or written revelation, which acg the same for all Christian
traditions.”

The canon (standard, rule) was accepted gradually and thratugbtory until the completion of
the New Testament. Early on the Israelites acceptiithgs as from God through his human
agents. Later the Christians did the same thing Wwé&iNew Testament writings. The Gospels

! Hernando, James D., Dictionary of Hermeneutics, Gdapelishing House, Missouri, 2005, p15.

2 |bid, p.15. Roman Catholicism and Eastern Orthodoxy asoepe of the books of the Apocrypha as part of the
inspired Canon of Scripture. Apocryphal or “hidden” boicdude: Tobit, Judith, Additions to Esther, 1,2,3 and 4
Maccabees, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch, Letter of JererAiddtiifions to Daniel, Susanna, Song of the Three Children,
Bel and the Dragon, 1 and 2 Esdras, Prayer of Manass#im PS1, and Odes.
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and letters by Paul, Peter, James etc. were being sstatipture by the early church. Thus, by
the time the Council of Carthage in 397 A.D. made awiaffstatement about the canon, these
church leaders were really just putting a stamp of appoyverhat was already being used as
God’s Word in the church body.
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Personal Application: Read and ask (inquire) the Lord for a message fronthelat5:17-18,
John 10:35, 17:17 and 2 Peter 1:16-21.

Write what God said to you:
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Lesson 2: Seeing the Wor{Day Two) Revelation
Simon Peter answered, "You are the Christ, the Son of the living Gddsus replied, "Blessed

are you, Simon son of Jonah, for this was not revealed to you by man, buFhyher in
heaven"" Matthew 16:16-17

Read Matthew 16:16-17 and answer questions 1-3.

1. What did Peter say about Jesus?

2. How did Peter know Jesus was the Son of God?

3. What makes it possible for men and women to experiéoc®

Jesus told Peter that it was God the Father whoéaghled His divine identity to him. In other
words, God had disclosed the truth about Jesus that etihdsnot see or comprehend. This
unveiling of truth about God is known as revelation.

The revelation of Jesus Christ, which God gave him to show his sewhat must soon take
place. He made it known by sending his angel to his servantwbbnestifies to everything he
saw-- that is, the word of God and the testimony of Jesus ChfiRevelation 1:1-2

Read Revelation 1:1-2 and answer questions 4-8:

4. Who does the book of Revelation unveil or make known?

5. How was this revelation made known?

6. Who received the revelation and wrote down every thingdw?

7. How do we have access to this truth about Jesus €hrist
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8. How can you personally make this truth about Jesusttwown to others?

In Greek, one of the words used for revelation is apok@lf@srokaivyic). In regard to

literature, the book of Revelation is considered apyptal Apocalyptic literature is a “type of
Jewish and Christian religious writing that developeavben the testaments and had its roots in
Old Testament prophecy.” It is given the name apocalyptic because the tilezacontains
alleged revelation of the secret purposes of God, tti@tthe world and the establishment of
God'’s kingdom on earth® The book of Revelation is the only apocalyptic literatoetained

in our Bible and therefore, the only one recognized awtind of God.

Take care in interpreting the book of Revelation fourgelf and others. It does have prophetic
content, plus not all of it is to be taken literallyhe challenge is to discern through the Holy
Spirit what is symbolic (figurative) and what is nehat has happened and what is yet to come
and what the message is that Christ intends througipbsstle John.

In Hermeneutics or Bible Interpretation, we recoghize types of revelation: General and
Special. General revelationis the way in which God reveals Himself through nathigpry

and actions.Special revelationis particular or exacting and is recorded for us in dr@&ires.

In this way God'’s revelation of Himself is primarigdemptive (deliverance from sin) and
personaf In our study, we are concerned wégpecial revelationand how we as Christians can
gain a deeper knowledge of God through His Word and teaclsdthgenuinely seek Him in
the sacred Scriptures.

"At that time Michael, the great prince who protects your peopleavde. There will be a time
of distress such as has not happened from the beginning of nations until thahtraitime
your people-- everyone whose name is found written in the book-- widllivered? Multitudes
who sleep in the dust of the earth will awake: some to everldégngthers to shame and
everlasting contempt.Those who are wise will shine like the brightness of the heavens, and
those who lead many to righteousness, like the stars for ever ant"éemiel 12:1-3

Read Daniel 12:1-3 and answer questions 9-14:

9. During end times, who will be delivered (escape, rescued)?

10. How do you know Daniel is prophesying about end times?

11. What kind of literature is Daniel 12:1-37?

% Douglas, J.D. and Tenney, Merrill C. New Internationial@Dictionary., Zondervan Publishing House, Grand
Rapids Michigan, 1987, p.67.
* Ibid, p 67.
® Butler, Trent, Holman Bible Dictionary, p.1181-1182.
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12. According to the prophet Daniel, what will happen to thelse are wise and lead many to

righteousness?

13. How does one become righteous and lead others?

14. How does this prophecy inspire you?

Daniel, along with Isaiah, Jeremiah and Ezekiel arphmtic books, also known asophetic
literature. The prophetic books of the Old Testament are divided bettireefour major

prophets listed above, and the twelve minor prophetsedja®el, Amos Obadiah, Jonah, Micah,
Nahum, Habakkuk, Zephaniah, Haggai, Zechariah, and Malacki.clasification of major and
minor have to do with the length of the book and nahisortance.

They are classified prophetic books because they comtaphecy. Prophecy “refers to the
proclamation of the revealed will of God to his peoplebynspired prophet who is acting as his
mouthpiece or spokespersdh.Keep in mind that although prophetic literature conthinge
predictions, that is not its main function. The prets main function was to make Israel aware
of her sin or disobedience and that she was in darigeod’s wrath and judgment. The prophet
was to help the people of Israel know how to stayriglat relationship with God.

15. Pray and ask the Holy Spirit to bring anything to mind ih&eeping you from having a
right relationship with God. If so, repent and ask felpho sin no more. If you would like
prayer in this area or another that has kept you from lgjhtly related to God, write request:

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkk

Personal Application: Memorize the next three books of the Bible:

6. Joshua(Leader of Israel who followed Moses and took Israelites the Promised Land.
Name means: The Lord saves or The Lord gives victory)

7. Judges(Name of Israel’s leaders at this time)

8. Ruth (One of main characters; name suggests Friendship)
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Lesson 2: Seeing the Wor{Day Three) Literary Tools
In Lesson Onave learned thaBible Interpretation is getting at the true meaning of the biblical

text with the ability to explain its significance. niieans that we want to get to the plain meaning
of the Scriptures in order to know the one, true livirggd(do His will and empower others to do

® Butler, Trent, Holman Bible Dictionary, p.102-104.
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the same. We are not looking for unique ways of intang&cripture for that leads to pride.
That is, a person will think he or she knows somethingritbame else had seen or discovered
throughout the entire 2,000 year church history. Now Goglginee you great wisdom and you
may see things never seen before, but be cautious itydwowandle His Word and the
revelation contained therein.

Dear friends, do not believe every spirit, but test the sgioitsee whether they are from God,
because many false prophets have gone out into the WdrdJohn 4:1

1. Read 1 John 4:1. What warning does the apostle John garel wghy?

Review Luke 3:21-23 and the following outline from Lesson 1:

Title: Son of God Proved Genuine

Jesus, the Son:

I. Submits to John’s baptism and identifies Himself widmia sin. 3:21a

A. He was supportive and encouraging to John’s work.
B. He affirms His humanity and the substitution to eom

Il. Prays to God during His baptism. 3:21b-22a

A. He gains immediate access to God.
B. He receives the sign of the Holy Spirit

lll. Affirmed by God as His divine Son. 3:22b

A. He is assured of God'’s love.
B. He is assured that He is on the right track.

IV. Has a Genealogy of divinity and humanity 3:23-38

We already looked at the truth of Luke 3:21a (Roman nureraw let’s look at the truth of
Luke 3:21b-22a (Romans numeral I1).

2. What happens while Jesus is praying?

When Jesus prayed He gained immediate access to Goccanedethe sign of the Holy Spirit.
You might have written questions on your Step 2 form €Dfaions and Questions) regarding
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the Holy Spirit. When | was studying this passage | waedtlérthe Spirit actually appeared in
the form of a dove. The Scripture also made me congéequestions others might have about
their relationship with the Holy Spirit.

and the Holy Spirit descended on him in bodily form like a d8VeLuke 3:22a

3. Read Luke 3:22a and fill in the blanks. The Holy Spirit n himo

in form a dove.

Notice that it does natad the Holy Spirit descended (to come or go dowrm)imnn the bodily
form of a dove. Instead it has the Greek word hiag,Which is translated like. We need to
understand and be able to use a few literary tools in tyderderstand what Luke, the inspired
author is telling us.

4. Describe the Holy Spirit of God:

Most likely we did not give you enough room to describetwba know about the Holy Spirit.
He is God. He omnipotent (all powerful). He is omngerd (all present, present everywhere).
He is Creator. On the other hand, the Holy Spikie lod the Father (John 4:24), is spirit. He is

a non material Person. The Hebrew word, ru8idM) and Greek word, pneumavédpw) that

are used to translate Spirit or spirit also means “bteatd “wind”. Breath and wind are also
symbols of the Holy Spirit (Genesis 2:7, Job 32:8, 33:4klet 37:9-10 and John 20:22).

5. Describe a dove:

Luke and other biblical writers use a literary technique kaswhe figure of speech. FAgure

of Speechis “word or phrase that describes one thing in ternanother and that is not meant to
be understood on a literal level. It always involvemesort or imaginative comparison between
seemingly unlike things®

We use figures of speech when we are talking and writingetuas. “They fought like cats and
dogs,” “She is as mad as a hornet,” and “He sings likenarg.” These may be old fashioned
figures of speech, but you get the idea.

The“literal” meaning of a word is the exact meaning of the wordsoltla exaggeration or
figures of speech. For example, the literal way of exping the sentences above: “They fought
with their hands and feet,” “She is very angry,” and “igs beautifully.” These are the same
ideas, but not nearly as poetic and dramatic.

" Douglas, J.D. and Tenney, Merrill C., New Internatidible Dictionary. Zondervan Publishing House, Grand
Rapids, MI, 1987, p. 447.
8 WWW.COUGAR.ISSAQUAH.WEDNET.EDU/TEACHERS/WANGEMAN/HRDBOOK_OF_LITERARY_TERMS.HTM
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In biblical interpretation, we want to get at the tno@aning of the text by understanding what
the author is communicating to us. When Jesus said thamate,” He did not literally turn

into a physical entrance or entryway (John 10:9). He echtd emphasize that there is only one
way to salvation and He is that spiritual gateway. Wlesus called Herod a fox, the man did
not literally turn into a fox (Luke 13:32). Jesus again ei@phasizing Herod’s bad character.

"Be careful,” Jesus said to them. "Be on your guard against the yeastRifidhsees and
Sadducee$™" Matthew 16:6

How is it you don't understand that | was not talking to you about bread? But yo@ur guard
against the yeast of the Pharisees and Sadducédsen they understood that he was not
telling them to guard against the yeast used in bread, but against the teatkinegPharisees
and Sadducee8" Matthew 16:11-12

Read Matthew 16:6-12 and answer questions 5-9.

5. In verse 6, what did Jesus tell His disciples torbguard against?

6. What did the disciples initially think Jesus was talkafgput?

7. In verse 12, what did the disciples come to understamdt ahe “yeast” and what Jesus

meant?

8. What important warning would the disciples have misktey continued to think Jesus was

talking about the yeast in bread?

9. What do you have to be on guard against?

Jesus explained to the original disciples what His woreksnn As His disciples, we also must
seek His explanation through His Holy Spirit. If theadrcontinued to think Jesus was talking
about bread, they would have missed an important warningsagairtain religious leaders of
the time. If we are not careful to learn figuratimseduage, we also may miss warnings and
important lessons necessary for our spiritual health.

Caution: Don'’t “spiritualize” or look for meaning that is nat ithe text. When the literal sense
seems right and appropriate to the context of the passecgpt it unless there is a good reason
not to. We want to get the clear meaning of Scripture ubmgules and tools of grammar.
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Figures of Speech in languageare many, but here are a few:

Anthropomorphism — an-thro-po-mor-ph-isran’thre-pe-moér fiz’enmoun

Attribution (to assign or ascribe) of human motivaticharacteristics, or behavior to inanimate
(lifeless) objects, animals, or natural phenom%Q]aNaIt Disney began his film studio by giving
Mickey Mouse a name and a human personality. It isatsibuting human characteristics to
God. Itis used in the sense of comparison so thae#dder might understand an attribute or
condition about God. For exampl8urely the arm of the LORD is not too short to save, nor his
ear too dull to hea\'"V Isaiah 59:1

Hyperbole - hy- per- bo- I¢hi-plrtbe-lénoun

A figure of speech in which exaggeration is used for emplmasffect, as ihcould sleep for a
yearor This book weighs a toh. Biblical example™ John 21:25Jesus did many other things
as well. If every one of them were written down, | suppose\tbattee whole world would not
have room for the books that would be written.

Irony - i-ro-ny(i re-né)noun

1. a. The use of words to express something different &mohoften opposite to their literal

meaning.

b. An expression or utterance marked by a deliberateasbriitetween apparent and intended
meaning.

c. A literary style employing such contrasts for humr or rhetorical effect

Biblical example™Y Job 12:1-2Then Job repliedf: "Doubtless you are the people, and wisdom

will die with youl!

Metaphor - met- a- phogmette-for)noun

A figure of speech in which a word or phrase that ordindesignates one thing is used to
designate another, thus making an implicit comparisoim ‘@ssea of troubles”or “All the
world's a stage”(Shakespearé) Biblical example™Y Luke 13:32He replied, "Go tell that fox,
'l will drive out demons and heal people today and tomorrow, and on the thiddaghyeach
my goal.'

° An expression in which words are used in a non literaltovaghieve an effect beyond the range of ordinary
language

10The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language,drREditioncopyright © 1992
by Houghton Mifflin Company. Electronic version licenseahd INSO Corporation. All rights
reserved.

11The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language,di&utitioncopyright © 1992 by
lHzoughton Mifflin Company. Electronic version licensedfrtNSO Corporation. All rights reserved.
Ibid

13pid
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Personification -per- son-i-fi- ca- tiofper-son’e-fi-ka'shemoun

Occurs when personal qualities or activities are ategthttt something that is impersonal such as
animals, things or ideas. Biblical exampi&:Psalm 24:7Lift up your heads, O you gates; be
lifted up, you ancient doors, that the King of glory may comehis. literary technique is used to
create vivid and colorful images and is sometimes refleio as “figures of humanization.”

Simile - sim-i- le(sim*e-1é)noun

A figure of speech in which two essentially unlike things @mpared, often in a phrase
introduced byike or as,as in“How like the winter hath my absence bear™So are you to my
thoughts as food to life{Shakespearé)Biblical exampleM" Luke 3:22aand the Holy Spirit
descended on him in bodily form like a dove.
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Personal Application: Familiarize yourself with figures of speech so thai gre alert to
accurate interpretation.

How does understanding figures of speech help you undersiaiidile better?

How does learning and understanding that the Bible isiiez help you to defend the Bible

against critics and cynics of God’s Word?
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Lesson 2: Seeing the Wor(Day Four) Checking Reliable Resources

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, thd gbgpar
salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, théggomoly Spirit!* who

is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those whadte G
possession-- to the praise of his gldfy Ephesians 1:13

Read Ephesians 1:13-14 and answer questions 1-2.

1. When a person hears the truth of the gospel and tnussus as Savior and Lord, how is that

person marked in Christ?

2. Have you been marked by God with the promised Holyt3pites No Not Sure (Circle One)

"The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition copyright © 1992 by
Houghton Mifflin Company. Electronic version licensed from INSO Corporation. All rights reserved.
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At Jesus’ baptism God gave those in attendance a vigmabSHis Spirit. As soon as Jesus
began to pray He gained immediate access to God. Notuwalwill receive a physical sign of
the Holy Spirit descending into our lives, but spiritually can be assured of His presence.

3. How are you assured of the Holy Spirit's preseng®ur life?

We can be assured of the Spirit’s presence in our ilivége changes in our lifestyle, thoughts
and desires. One of the ways that | knew that thet 8@s active in my life was in my choice

of reading. | had always been a fiction reader, édba good story. However, after being saved |
began reading Christian non fiction. | wasn't intégddn fiction anymore but seriously desired
to know and learn more about God. This is not to satyG@hristian fiction is not edifying, but as
a whole, it did not appeal to me.

God has led many Christians to write books both for egmment and deeper study. One kind
of book that is helpful with studying the Bible is tBible Dictionary. A regular dictionary will
have little information if anything at all on biblical sutje. The Bible Dictionary has a
thorough listing of definitions of words, doctrines anemregeographical places found in the
Bible.

For example, one could look up Holy Spirit in a Bibletinary and find appropriate and
helpful information about the third Person of the TyiniFor example, | looked up Holy Spirit in
theHolman Bible Dictionarnypy Holman Bible Publishers, Nashville, Tennessee and found
useful information on page 662. After the author gave aitiefn of the Holy Spirit, he
summarized other facts under the headings of Old andTéstaments. Under the New
Testament section, the author Paul Jackson wrote:

“All apostolic writers witnessed to the reality of tBeirit in the church; however, the apostle
Paul, who wrote more than any other author, offersribst theological reflection on the subject.
The main chapters to consult are Romans 8; 1 CorintBiah2-14; 2 Corinthians 3; and
Galatians 5.”

4. How would this one paragraph help you in preparing to teadlexplain Luke 3:22a?

Now go to your form marked (Step Thré&&)ecking Reliable ResourcesAfter you have
arranged your thoughts, made your observations and listedqyestions, it is time to tackle the
answers. In addition to Bible Dictionaries, thereatteer reliable resources that are available
either through purchase, a public library, seminary ordrigdowever, if you are going to
purchase an item, the Bible Dictionary would be thetrhelpful. Still, if you cannot afford any
materials, the Scripture with the Spirit's guidanceuilisient.'®

15 “sufficiency of Scripture means that Scripture contdiakthe words of God he intended his people to have at
each stage of redemptive history, and that it now aostdl the words of God we need for salvation, fosting
him perfectly, and for obeying him perfectly.: Grudem, Waysystematic Theologp.127.
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It is beneficial to learn this information so if ené comes when you have the funds and means to
purchase or have access to a library, you will know wedurces to use. As (Step Three)

states, list the reference materials (title, autkgoublisher) with page numbers and the cross
reference Bible chapter and verse where you are ggtitnganswers or notes. You will want to
keep this information for future reference when you tepidach or write on this subject again.

Reading and studying the Scriptures provides acquaintatitemd insight into the third person
of the Trinity. Yet, a gnawing question may remairf tfe Holy Spirit was not in the actual
form of a dove, how did the Holy Spirit descend lé&kdove?” This is a good question for a
reliable Bible commentary.

A Bible commentaryis a series of explanations and interpretations oHiblg Scriptures. The
commentary is organized by chapter and verse in the saleeas the Bible. The value and
reliability of a commentary depends on the authoroHghe may tackle difficult material in an
expository (setting forth meaning) manner and completedwanall your questions. Others may
not.

5. What is one thing that you should consider in chapaimd using Bible commentaries?

The author of a commentary is not infallible. He o@ake mistakes in interpretation and in his
own basic theolog3f Also, a commentary that tackles all or most oftibeks in the Bible may

be excellent with some of the books and not so goddatiters. Each book in a series must be
judged on its own theological merit. In addition, thehautmight be “selling” his theological
beliefs which may be different than your own. Jughasapostle Paul commended (praised) the
Bereans, examine the Scriptures to see if what the catatoe is saying is true (Acts 17:11). In
addition, you should do your own praying and studying first leeseeking insight from other
source materials.

Although | used a few other commentaries, these arevihéhat | found to be the most helpful
in preparing to teach on the book of Luke:

1. Bock, DarrellLuke 2 Vols. BECNT (Baker Exegetical Commentary on thevNestament).
Grand Rapids: Baker, 1994.

2. Stein, Robert H.uke NAC (The New American Commentary). Vol. 24. Nashville
Broadman, 1992.

For example, Bock writes on page 338 regarding the Spetssent:
“Depictions of this event tend to overplay the metaphmcient sources retelling the story

make this error (Odes Sol. 24:1-2; Greeven, TDNT 6:68 n. \Biat was visible was not a
dove, but rather what was seen is compared to a dowee, $ic, hos, as) is an adverb of manner

'8 Theology — “That branch of Christian doctrine that fosus® the person and work of God and his relationiseto t
world and creation, especially as revealed in thep&res.” Hernando, p. 168.
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(Shurmann 1969:190). The manner of the Spirit’'s descentikesthé way a dove floats
gracefully through the air.”

Stein writes on page 140 regarding the same subject:

“The analogy of the Spirit’'s descent “like a dovefasind also in Mark 1:10, but Luke alone
added “in bodily form” and thus intensified the realifyttee Spirit’'s coming upon Jesus. This
indicates that, for Luke, Jesus’ sonship and anointing gad imhand (ct’ 4:41:22:67,70; Acts
9:20,22). Like Matthew, Luke also had the Spirit coming “upgesus rather than “into” him
(cf. 4:19). “Like a dove” is a simile an does not meaxt the Spirit actually took the form of a
dove to descend upon Jesus.”

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkk

Personal Application: Go back to your Observations and Questions Form (Step dmd look
for your stars or checks that indicated your questionatahe text. Using whatever resources
are available to you, find and write down the answertheriorm, Checking Reliable Resources
(Step Three). * Remember that the Bible is your mogtbkel resource!

Name one of your questions and the answer that you found.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkk

Lesson 2: Seeing the Wor{Day Five) Literary Reprieve (temporary relief)
1. How are you feeling in regard to studying the Bible? Chgd Overwhelmed (Circle One)

God wants us to know and love Him. He doesn’t want th&eBo be difficult and certainly
many passages that we read are easily understood.infatia commandment “Do not steal’ is
very clear. We need to use our common sense so thdd wat make Bible Study too difficult
nor do we want to make it too easy. In other wordsimwst make the effort to study and give
God’s word the attention and focus that it deserves.

Blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wickaddairsthe way of sinners
or sit in the seat of mockefsBut his delight is in the law of the LORD, and on his law he
meditates day and night" Psalm 1:1-2

Read Psalm 1:1-2 and answer questions 2-6:

2. What do the blessed man and woman delight in?

7 ¢f. is an abbreviation for the Latin woednfer meaning "compare" or "consult”, and is hence usedfén to
other material or ideas which may provide different imfation or arguments. It is mainly used in scholarly or
educated contexts. (http://www.answers.com/topic/cf-1)
Copyright © Christian Library International 14
Box 97095 Raleigh, NC 27624 www.cli-nc.org



3. How often do the blessed man and woman meditate on @éatd?

4. How do the blessed man and woman know how “NOT” to watké counsel of the wicked

or stand in the way of sinners or sit in the seat @tkars?

5. Are you that kind of blessed man or woman? Yes Noe8omas (Circle One)
6. What in your life needs to change for you to becorkessed man or woman in the sense

(meaning) of Psalm 1:1-27?

Jesus not only prayed to God during His baptism (Luke 3:2ibjé& was continually praying.
Jesus gave us an excellent model. Awaggin Bible study and devotional reading by praying
to God and asking the Holy Spirit to illuminate (clayiénlighten, open up) the text and meaning
of the Scripture. Continue to pray while you are reqdind studying so that the meaning will
become part of your very essence (core, soul, beirgt)he

And you also were included in Christ when you heard the word of truth, thd gbgpar
salvation. Having believed, you were marked in him with a seal, théggomoly Spirit!* who
is a deposit guaranteeing our inheritance until the redemption of those whade G
possession-- to the praise of his gld.Ephesians 1:13-14

Read Ephesians 1:13-14 and answer questions 7-8:

7. When you trusted in Jesus as Lord and Savior, how yeerenarked as belonging to God?

8. Who do you belong to? For what purpose?

"In the last days, God says, | will pour out my Spirit on all peopber ¥ons and daughters will
prophesy, your young men will see visions, your old men will dream siréafnen on my
servants, both men and women, | will pour out my Spirit in those dayfendill prophesy.
NV Acts 2:17-18

Read Acts 2:17-18 and answer questions 9-13:

9. In Christ, who will receive and outpouring of the Ho|yiig?

10. How are you assured of receiving the outpouring of thg Bplrit?
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11. How are you assured that you are a servant of God?

12. How are you assured of prophesying?

13. What does the word “prophesying” mean?

Prophesying was the job of the “seer” or “prophet”th@ Old Testament, it was their job to
reveal the will or message of God. Prophesying is spgdki divine inspiration. Today the gift
of the Holy Spirit is given to followers of Chrigi study the Scriptures, understand the will of
God through the written Word and relate it to other people.

We are assured of the fullness of the Hoy Spirit thrdigh’s Word. Scripture tells us that in
Christ, we are His servants with His Spirit speaking iHessage. Always share the importance
of the Holy Spirit with other Christians in undersiarg, interpreting, applying and teaching the
Bible. We and they need to pray for the Spirit's couasél power.

Jesus began His public ministry with the Holy Spirgsanding upon Him like a dove. The
Spirit came gracefully and rested upon God’s Son, thesiCthe Anointed One, the Messiah.
Dramatically, Heaven opened for Jesus to be acknowledgéd gsnuineSon of God.

Even in this brief description of Jesus’ baptism wernedout encouraging others who are
serving the Lord, praying to God and being in close communitintiae Holy Spirit. We can
actively make these truths part of our lives and helprstioedo the same. This is how we will
affect others for good and expand the Kingdom of God.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkk

Personal Application: Memorize Psalm 1:1-2 and Acts 2:17-18

Prayerfully read and meditate on these Scriptures. Gegkwhat He would like you to do in
response to these two passages.

Unless uncomfortable sharing, what is God telling you tomdesponse to these Scripture

passages?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkk

Next: Lesson 3: Categories of Literature (Genrepronouncedzhan’rs)

6/3/2010
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Bringing Christ to the Imprisoned

Interpreting the Bible: Lesson 2(STEP 3) Checking Reliable Resources

Pray. Look through your checkmarks or stars on Stepdnaidind answers in other parts of the
Bible. Use Concordance, Cross Reference, Bible DiatigrCommentaries, Bible Handbook,
Atlas etc. Make a note of the reference (title, auéto) that you used with the page number for
future use. Also note the book, chapter & verse of céaspture references. Write your findings
with a notation of the book and verse that you aexjmeting. Use computer or this form.

Book, Chapter & Verse: Write Findings, note source wifge number. Note other Scripture.
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