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Joy Addendum to L esson 4L P: The Presence of God

Moses wanted the world to know that the God of the universepleased with
Him and His people (Exodus 33:16). He wasn’t trying to dragpfeeto himself
but to the God who created him. It is only God who makes a eliféerin a life or
a nation. Itis only God who can make us distinguishabla the followers of
false gods and false religions.

For example, two missionaries from India shared how l&ebdistinguished
Himself in their community. One of the Hindu’s irethillage had accepted Christ
and was “kicked out” of his family and his livelihood. He lo$thé money and
possessions.

Hindus worship many gods and may have many idols set upiirhtirees. One

of the man’s Hindu friends said to him, “How can you be j&pjyou don’'t have
anything.” The Hindu friend kept watching this new Christiard finally one day
the Hindu came to church with a big sack. He walked tpegastor and emptied
his idols on the ground and said, “l want to trade in tigesks for the Happy

God!”

Joy means being glad and happy. God wants us to be hapljpg;n. We are to be
sad and mourn when we sin. In fact anything in yourthé sets itself up against
God will rob you of your joy. But of course we repent agidice in the blood of
the Lamb!!

As Christian leader you will be sensitive to the Hohyr not only for your own
sin but to those you are influencing as well. The goabt to point fingers or
shame anyone but to lead them gently and lovingly back to Cltastexample, if
you know of personal conflicts, your job is to help resdhese and pray for
fellowship to be restored.



Lesson 4 Addendum LP

Joy comes from worshipping the one, true God. It doesniedoom worshipping
false gods or having material goods. It may seem like wosldtcess, money or
popularity will make a person happy for it can bring a splexcitement. But it
IS just a spurt and does not last.

Read and meditate on Psalm 89:15-16, 90:14, Isaiah 9:6héval 3:44-45, Luke
2:10-11, 10:21, John 3:29, 15:9-11, 17:6, 13-14, Acts 2:28,46, Revelati Q.
for pure and holy joy.

When we speak of joy, we are referring to a joyful spuot, joyful circumstances.
There are valid reasons such as the death of a shiddise or parent that may
bring a real sense of loss and sadness. But the sstill iat peace relying on
God’s presence and healing.

One reason Christians lack joy is because they areusting and obeying God.
No matter what trial or hardship comes, we trust in Ggdsdness and plan for
us. We continue to activend _passivelpbey His word.

For those that lack joy, Jude 1:24 is a good verse to memditie Greek word for
joy in this verse is agalliasigyxAiicoic). It means extremely or exceedingly
joyful.! To himwho is able to keep you from falling and to present you before his
glorious presence without fault and with great joy-- Yes, God is able to keep you
in His will and fill you with complete joy!

Joy is a precious and needed gift in the life of a GharistA leader who is joyful
even when facing apparent loss will have a great influencethers for the
Kingdom. Pray for and practice joy in His presence dadeswith others so they
too can be exceedingly glad in the presence of our soveredn G

Perhaps you are or will go through times when you atenptshappy. Satan may
be putting thoughts in your head to torment and hurt you. eTdrer other times
when you are ill or facing intense persecution. Yoy b&loosing sight of God’s
presence and focusing on the pain.
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Lesson 4 Addendum LP
Here are some stepsto help you regain thejoy of the LORD:

1. Examine your conscience. Is your focus on the Lord desgmur problems?
Are you thinking about your own weakness or lonelinessadsté God’s
sovereignty and vast power? Do you trust God to enableoydo anything He

has called you to do? Make sure your heart is turned to@@ddand not yourself.
Check your attitude and make sure you place your hope iGobd that can change
a person, place or thing at any time He chooses. His tisnipgrfect.

2. Pray and ask the Hoy Spirit to bring to mind angonfessed sin. Have you
grieved or quenched the Spirit in any way? Have you bsebedient? Have you
failed to trust God in your present circumstances? Hauefailed to be thankful in
all circumstances?

3. Repent & Reconcile with God and your neighbor (in otleds/don’t engage
in this sin any more and do immediately whatever God Heesdaw will ask of

you).

4. Mediate on Jude 1:24 and other verses that promise glyGdd that you
believe His promises for joy and humbly ask Him to rejayrto your heart and
mind.

5. As you pray for joy ask God if there is anything that geed to do to have
your joy returned. For example, perhaps you are not cproperly for your body
and your health is affecting your joy. Be open to what & according to His
Word and not the sinful nature and the deuvil.

6. Remember Romans 8:28-29 and Jeremiah 29:1ME. God continually and
constantly fill you with joy in His Presencel!!
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