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How to influence the ideas, opinions and actions of others for Jesus.Christ

Lesson 5: Leading by Example@ay One) Good or Bad Example

Have you ever heard the expression, “Do as | say,snbtl@?” It means that | will
tell you the right way to behave and you need to obey thshlut | am going to
behave in another way. Another saying of this type istiths speak louder than
words.”

Recently | went whitewater rafting on the New RiveWest Virginia. On the bus
ride to the river, one of the leaders gave us a seled we were to follow. Each
raft would have a leader guide; there would be about s i@t would follow
along together. One of the rules was not to use the gmtlwlsplash another person
in your raft or in another ratft.

After we were well underway in our rafts we paddled intalaner part of the
river. The other rafts were close to each other at thig pad we could all see the
occupants of the other rafts. One of the guides startechga@assund and good
naturedly used his paddle to splash another. Well, that dpbedlood gates (pun
intended) and others in his raft and in the other raftsestgplashing each other
with their paddles. It then became difficult for that guadewell as the other
guides to get everyone under control again.

1. Why did the rafters stop obeying the rules when they sa@example of the
leader?

2. Did the leader-guide display a good or bad example?

3. Why does what you do, rather than what you say, haveaeagreffect on
people?
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In this particular case, the people had accepted the guiéeshinof their rafts as
their leaders during the excursion. They were willmdailow them and the rules
that had been set up for everyone’s enjoyment andys&fetvever, when the
young leader broke the rules, others decided it must be okay te dartie. After
all, if the guide is doing it, then | should be able to ddgb. Or perhaps the rafters
thought it wasn't really one of the rules that had to bg@teThis is the same
logic or principles that others will use in following yaaxample. Therefore, you
have a grave responsibility to keep your example pure sashaty are watching
and following you, they are not led into sin (1 Corinthians824B3).

Another reason that what you do has a greater affettose you are leading is
simply because they are seeing your behavior. Studieduzmpagonal researchers
suggest that approximately 83% of human learning occurs vwisaall the
remaining 17% through the other senses - 11%

through hearing, 3.5% through smell, 1% through taste, and hrsgh touch.

In addition, the studies suggest that three days aftewvent, people retain 10% of
what they heard from an oral presentation, 35% fromwal/jzresentation, and
65% from a visual and oral presentatidfhis means that as a leader, your people
will remember what they see you doing long after theeyehforgotten what you
have said.

He had also built high places on the hills of Judah and had caused the people of
Jerusalem to prostitute themselves and had led Judah astray.
NIV 2 Chronicles 21:11

4. Read 2 Chronicles 21:11. What kind of an example did aetdting of Judah
give God’s people?

The high places were elevated sites on hills or mountaasviére dedicated to
worshipping false godsJehoram had led the people away from God into idolatry.
He was representative of most of the kings in the higibthe Israelites. They

were examples and served as a pattern or

! "Presenting Effective Presentations with Visual AidsiyM 996 OSHA Occupational Safety & Health
Administration U.S. Department of Labor

%22 The average high place would have an altar, a carved woodgetihabtiepicted the female goddess of fertility
(Asherah), a stone pillar symbolizing the male deaitlyer idols and some type of building. At these places
ofworship the people sacrificed animals and at some higepkven sacrificed children. — Butler, Trent C.,
HolmanBible Dictionary Nashville, TN, 1991, 645.
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model of evil. Instead of being a good example and havingefioal effect on
those in their care, they were a bad example and haguaious effect on God’s
people.

5. After considering how your example affects others olist thing about your
behavior that you recognize will have to change?

Sometimes God will miraculously heal a person of a bad babehavior pattern.
Other times it takes years of persistent prayer andvnarkl to change an
ingrained (rooted deeply) behavior. Don'’t give up if you falbititis second
category. God's grace is sufficient (2 Corinthians 12:9).

In Lesson 1Building a Leadership ModeVle learned that Jesus is our leadership
model. Another word for model is example. Jesus powerfaltly@erfectly
demonstrated what He valued. He did not say one thing andodloea. He was
consistent and persistent in His teachings and His actitinaever asked anyone
to do something that He had not already done or was not pcefzado.

When we follow someone’s model or example we are acknimivig that he or
she is worthy of imitation. Jesus is worthy to be followde.is the supreme
model, the ultimate and good example to follow. No one else eomes close.

By God’s Spirit and grace we endeavor to think, act, and behdke same way
as Jesus. By following Jesus we are taking Him as odehand example for
living. He is the One that we strive to imitate or copye ¥éme under His
leadership and authority as He has called us to lead bgxdmple.

The man who loves his life will lose it, while the man who Haselge in this
world will keep it for eternal life. 26 Whoever serves me rimlistv me; and
where | am, my servant also will be. My Father will honor thewine serves me
NIV John 12:25

6. Read John 12:25. To serve God in leadership, what must you do?

And he said, "The Son of Man must suffer many things and be rejected by the
elders, chief priests and teachers of the law, and he must e dilteon

the third day be raised to life." 23 Then he said to them all: "If anyemédd come
after me, he must deny himself and take up his cross
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daily and follow me. 24 For whoever wants to save his life willikp$eit whoever
loses his life for me will save NIV Luke 9:22-24

7. Read Luke 9:22-24. What was the example that Jesus set¥or

8. What beneficial effect did Jesus’ leadership into death fgaius?

9. Do you think following Jesus is easy or difficult? Why?
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Personal Application: Pray the following prayer with a sincee heart.
My Lord and My God,

| want to follow in Your holy and pure steps. | want todrae a humble and
powerful leader to beneficially affect the most lives foe Kingdom. It can be a
dangerous calling and sometimes | feel weak for the ¥skwhen | am weak,
You are strong. | pray for the courage and strength kovioY ou perfectly and
without fear of man. Give me the grace | need to tagkeny cross and follow you
daily. | pray that my thoughts, actions and deeds are pgasiyour sight. Be
glorified in my life and make me a holy and good example terstiThank You
Father, Jesus and Holy Spirit for answering my praydramng with me all the
days of my life, even throughout eternity. Amen.
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Lesson 5: Leading by Example@ay Two) The Light of your Example

When Jesus spoke again to the people, he said, "I am the light of the world.
Whoever follows me will never walk in darkness, but will havéigheof life."
John 8:12

1. Read John 8:12. Who is thght of the worl®

2. How do you have the light of life?

3. For those who follow Jesus, what promise do you have abduteta or
sin?
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Jesus is YHWH, the great | AM (John 8:58). YHWH, Theaune God is light
(Psalm 4:6, 1 John 1:5). YHWH also created light (Genéyisiid separated light
from darkness (Genesis 1:4). In the new city of Gaey élfie old things have
passed away, there will be no need of the sun or the Marathe glory of God

will give forth all the light (Revelation 21:23). Yes, fndbeginning (Genesis) to
end (Revelation), God is light.

Light has several meanings which can apply to God. For teatgm minded here
is a definition in regard tBhysics a. Electromagnetic radiation that has a
wavelength in the range from about 4,000 (violet) to about 7, 2@ &mgstrom3
and may be perceived by the normal unaided humarbeffectromagnetic
radiation of any wavelength.

We tend to think of light as a simple concept but whenoewesider its scientific
definition and how it travels throughout the colossal univergegain a new
respect for the God and Savior who is the light of the wéttdim 8:3-4). For
example, it has been estimated that there are 10nbdtars in an average galaxy
and 10 billion galaxies that are observed by man. That wgpuédus 100 billion
billion stars!® Think about that the next time you look into the night sky amed s
light from some of the stars in our galaxy.

God is the Creator, the Scientist, the Designer, thel&uand the Architect of
everything. Light is God’s concept and one that is both coatglicand simple at
the same time. Light is the absence of darkness.pgédigdrives away) darkness.

It is a brightness that comes with the rising of the Huslighting of a candle, the
building of a fire or simply turning on a switch in a building.

3 Physics is the science of matter and energy aimdesfictions between the twang: strom or &ng- strom
(angtstremjpoun -A unit of length equal to one hundred-millionth (10-8) okataneter, used especially to specify
radiation wavelengths. Also callesigstrom unit[After Anders Jonas Angstrém.] —

from Microsoft Bookshelf Dictionary, 1996-97 edition.
4 1bid

*u.s. Department of Energy website — John Hawley.
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Light is also used to mean enlightenment or understanding (2agiell 3). You
might recall seeing cartoons with a light bulb over somsdmead indicating
understanding or a “bright idea.” We might want to redrawelm@stoons showing
the understanding coming from heaven because God isuheesaf all
knowledge, wisdom and understanding. Only by following

Jesus can one be enlightened with true wisdom.

4. Considering the simple and complex nature of light, whHagranhsights does the
Holy Spirit give you regarding Jesus as ligat of the worldand your following
after Him?

"You are the light of the world. A city on a hill cannot be hidden. 15 Neitne
people light a lamp and put it under a bowl. Instead they put it on its stand, and
gives light to everyone in the house. 16 In the same way, let youshiglet before
men, that they may see your good deeds and praise your Father in heaven
Matthew 5:14-16

5. Read Matthew 5:14-16. Who else does Jesus say is the litfig of
world?

6. Why do you think Jesus says that you are light of thed#orl

Just like Jesus, you are the light of the world. Yoovkand have the truth of
creation and redemption. Therefore, you are leading peoplef darkness into
light. As you follow Jesus, theght of the world you become that light yourself.
You are not to hide the truth of Christ from others no nioa@ you would switch
on a lamp and then cover it to conceal its light.

7. When your good deeds are recognized, who rightly receivesdds (honor)?
Why?

Matthew 5:16 says that we are to let men see our good deelat they may
praise our Father in heaven. Our illumination comes fBod. Without Him one

is like a single, unconnected light bulb. No power, no energyarndht. Rightly,
God is praised for the deeds He has enabled us to do. lroutniesus, we can do

nothing (John 15:5).
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8. How do you respond when you are complimented for a kindmegsod
deed?

If you don’t already, consider responding or volunteerm@maswer like these.
“Thank you; it is Jesus who enables me to help you.i5s“iny pleasure to help as |
try to honor God.” “God just wanted you to know that He lovas.V/“Jesus
always lived to help others and | follow Him.”

You may not always get a nice response back when yowcgpad to Jesus for
your good deeds. There are those who love darkness and ameredted in the
light. Jesus explained this to Nicodemus, a member oflthadees (Jewish ruling
council).

Nicodemus went to see Jesus to ask him some questionexthe
specifically states that he went at night. Among the wtraisJesus spoke to
Nicodemus John 3:19-21 is noteworthy:

This is the verdict: Light has come into the world, but men loved dssknstead
of light because their deeds were evil. 20 Everyone who does eviltthatight,
and will not come into the light for fear that his deeds will be exp@&leBut
whoever lives by the truth comes into the light, so that it magde@ainly that
what he has done has been done through God."

John 3:19-21

9. Why do men love darkness instead of light?

10.Who hates the light?

11.Why won't evildoers come into the light?

12.Jesus says that whoever lives by the comes into the
so that it may be plainly what he has
has been through

It is almost like Jesus is saying to Nicodemus:
You doubt who | am. Your unbelief has brought you in the dark of night because
you are more concerned with what the other Pharisees think

than the truth God is revealing to you. Plainly my work is from God.
Copyright © Christian Library International 7
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13.What do you learn from Nicodemus’ example of leadership?

A Christian leader has the most important job in the avdelading the sheep to the
Shepherd. No shortcuts or joy runs, but a direct patloth Be is their real
Leader, not you or me.

If you, a lead sheep are in the front and the younger fadievers) are behind,
what happens if you wander down another path? It doesn’treaéar if you
wander off my mistake or intentionally. Those new belietleas don’t have a full
view of the Shepherd yet, may just keep walking behindaymbaway from God.

The Shepherd was in Israel but Nicodemus was not bringanfiaitk to Him. He
was in danger of leading the flock (Israel) astray. s @ religious leader and
should have been so close to God that he recognized the Massdidis teaching.
Nicodemus should have been in the midst

of the crowd in the light of the day letting the peopletsa¢ he honored and
agreed with Jesus.

"You are Israel's teacher,"” said Jesus, "and do you not understand theg€?thi
John 3:10

14.Read John 3:10. Explain in your own words what Jesus exfyeat His
leaders?

Nicodemus was supposedly teaching the Israelites God'syetitie didn't
understand what Jesus was saying to him. Thus Jesus gadstibether
Nicodemus should be teaching others when he himself didrét thevnecessary
understanding and wisdom. Jesus expects His leaders talséudiord and pray
for wisdom. Specifically a Christian leader or teachemightened by the Holy
Spirit to discern God’s truth. Ignorance is not bliss.
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Personal Application: Pray to be a good example and never to lead anyone
astray.
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Ask the Holy Spirit to help you answer these questionsnd to personally
change anything that is not appropriate to being the ligt of the world. No
written answers please.

A. Is there anything that | am doing under the cover of deagn
B. What are some things that | am doing in the light gf2da

C. Does my conduct transcend (surpass, exceed) thostehdimg?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Lesson 5: Leading by Examplg¢Day Three) Battling for the Good Example

A leader must be brave and courageous. Setting the righpex&@mot always
easy. Satan is not unintelligent. Many times he tathetse who are positively
affecting the Kingdom. If he can take out the leadehdsethe potential destroy a
lot more folks. Satan even had the audacity to targetsGeaih. Of course we
shouldn’t be too surprised because the devil even had thelence (nerve) to try
and compete with the all powerful Triune God long before Jeasdorn of a
virgin and walked the earth as man and God (Isaiah 14:1PzEkjel 28:12-18).

Satan is like a rabid dog on a chain. God has Sataais shcurely fastened so
that his range is powerfully and permanently controlled.sEmpent of old can

only work within the frame work of what our Sovereign God all@hb 1-2). It
was part of God’s plan for Jesus to be tempted. Many tinealso God’s plan
for Christians to be tempted although God is not the onetevhpts us (James
1:13).

Then Jesus was led by the Spirit into the desert to be tempteddayihéfter
fasting forty days and forty nights, he was hungry. The tempter came &mdim
said, "If you are the Son of God, tell these stones to become bresuk" Je
answered, "It is written: 'Man does not live on bread alone, but oryeverd that
comes from the mouth of GodMlatthew 4:1-4

1. Read Matthew 4:1-4. How long had Jesus gone without food?

2. Was Jesus hungry? Yes No (Circle One) Have you everthewry?
Yes No (Circle One)

3. How does your example hold up when you are hungry or
tired?
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4. Why didn’'t Jesus give into His feelings of hunger and taged#vil's
suggestion?

Jesus gave us an excellent example of not giving intptegimn under difficult
circumstances. Perhaps that is one reason that God dlle&tan to tempt His Son.
The Spirit led Jesus into the desert where he fasted theeigh Jesus gave up
food voluntarily and in obedience to the Spirit's leadingt toes not mean that
He didn’t experience hunger and even fatigue becausekobfanourishment.

When you or | don’'t have food, when we are tired or egpeing any kind of
physical or emotional ache our bodies can certainly atyar attentionFeed me,

let me rest, comfort mand whatever happens, don'’t let me go through any pain!
I’m angry and someone is goinggay. I'm frustrated and don't feel like trusting
God. I'm lonely and I'll feel sorry for myself. I'm

neglected and I'll force the attention that | think | need. I'm afiend | won’t do
what God desires of me.

This is the stage on which Satan or his followers likertier into our lives. Think
of yourself on a theatrical stage going through ond@fbove situations. The
beautiful, thick, red curtain is raised and you are playorg packed house. All
eyes are on you as the devil or most likely one of his demtarts giving you
suggestions on how you should act. You can be assureth¢hsiggestion will not
be to act and respond like Jesus.

However, you have the Spirit of God and you will act lkesus. The demon
slithers off stage and the people in the audienceimagplause. Of course you
never know exactly who will be in your audience when théaauis raised, they
may be believers, non believers or angels. But be assurnadGod will always be
there desiring your holy success and applauding the loudest.

Leaders may not always feel like doing the right thingidly seem easy or
expedient to act or go along with how we are feeling attecplar time. But
remember that Jesus had a real body and he was really htiegoyit God above
his human feelings and would not take anything from Satan, notaeseggestion
to ease his hunger. Jesus only followed God, the Father. Th

Father had not told him to turn the stones into bread andhbkl wot. Jesus lived
on every word that came from God. This is the good exathpteve follow.
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5. Is there anything that your flesh is struggling with? Wheps are you taking to
overcome this temptation? Only share if the Spirit leads yo

Christians may struggle with different kinds of sins terdptations. Sexual
immorality is but one powerful device that Satan usesnatGod’s people. He
will tempt a person to start thinking or lusting aftemgomne. After all he will
suggest, “No one will be hurt by your thoughts.” But we know tihatights are
sinful and they do give rise to actions, good or bad (Matthe\302 Colossians
3:5-7, Proverbs 4:23). Now we don’t have to detail all thgsawhe devil uses this
destructive sin to destroy lives because you already khewangers.

But the serpent of old is shrewd. After someone has heerby the sexual sin,
either by adultery, rape, incest or some other heinooecthe devil will use the
hurt to temp the victim away from God. “God really doesn/elgou or He would
not have let this happen to you.” “God could have prevergedrpm this pain.”
The truth is that God loves you and yes, He

could have prevented it.

These two statements are not incompatible. God creasegome out of love. We
live on this fallen earth a very short time contrastéti eternity. When our time is
up, we Christians will live free from all evil and patntil then, our sin and the
sins of others will adversely affect lives. God prevesaiie things and allows
others; He is God and we are not.

The important thing to remember is that no matter whataye facingyou will
overcome (triumph) in His Spirit. That is why God actually commands us to be
strong and courageoude promises to be with us wherever we go.

When Jesus surrendered Himself to God and resisted thelaehlaff Him. Jesus
placed Himself under the authority of God the Father anddasalbordinate role
while He was on earth. Even though Jesus is equal tcather-He subjected
Himself to the Father and obeyed all God said or commanded.dbdiopposed
the devil and withstood or held His ground. Christian leadeexdotly as our
Model has shown us.

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and he wiftdle youJames
4:7
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6. In your opinion or personal experience, what is the midistult aspect of
resisting the devil?

7. How do you overcome or triumph when you are in a diffisituation?

In the Matthew 4 account of Jesus’ temptation, our Laiated scripture. We can
also oppose Satan and his followers by meditating on or qusitigure.
Sometimes it is difficult to think or remember the vergas have memorized. A
handy way is to have scripture available at all sm&'rite out meaningful verses
including God’s promises on index cards or any kind of thid stock. Make
them large enough to read easily but small enough toditymtir pocket or purse.
When you begin to have wrong or depressing thoughts, takbasg tards and
start reading and thinking about what God is saying.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Personal Application: Memorize

Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not
be discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever yolpbghua

1.9

Be strong and courageous. Do not be afraid or terrified because of therefor t
LORD your God goes with you; he will never leave you nor forsake you.
Deuteronomy 31:6

For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to feayphut
received the Spirit of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Father.
Romans 8:15
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Lesson 5: Leading by Example@ay Four) Setting the Example

Christian biographies are inspiring to read. They givgass examples of saints
who have gone before us and produced good and lasting fetially Christian
fiction can serve a similar purpose even though theackens are not real.

Christian Library International provides books,
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Bibles and other Christian materials to prisons. Hezesacerpts from two letters
CLlI received :

“l got into this book A Thousand Tomorrowsnd | finished it over the weekend. |
can't remember the last time I'd done that. That's lgped her book was. It
helped me to see how God worked in another person. The godactérahat God
made out of Cody to love through sickness and healthtud& by her until the

end and gave up one of his lungs for her. (That's love Reéal) Sometimes tears
would come to my eyes and | would have to lay low so | wotiloeen seen with
tears. | really thank you for that novel. It redilglped me a lot. | thank God for
CLL” Inmate, Joe, Amarillo, TX

“l just completed readingand of the Brave and Freand wanted to write and tell
you how it blessed me! ... My prideful arrogance spawnedrathkt put me here
and here is exactly where God needed to put me to leatnyanabook’s two
main characters demonstrated: Corrie’s complete anidriosd and surrender of
her life and future to God'’s care and Christopher’'s unwaveaii and patience
to allow God to work His plan, in His way, in His time,his life.” Inmate, Fred,
Anchorage, AK

Fiction authors can capture the essence of being a@oastian example by
basing their work God’s word. The stories are helpful and @tg. However as
a leader please remember that you must always seek @oxkifon His Word.

Be shepherds of God's flock that is under your care, serving as ogerses
because you must, but because you are willing, as God wants you to beeaiyt gre
for money, but eager to serve; 3 not lording it over those entrustgolt but

being examples to the fladdIV 1 Peter 5:2 -3

1. Read 1 Peter 5:2-3. Peter commands the elders among tké thbe
of God's that is under your
serving as

An overseer is one who keeps watch over and directsdhie of others, especially
laborers He “sees over” others like a supervisor or superintend&tiepherd,
elder, leader and overseme really terms for the same kind of responsibiftgter
IS writing to early Christians scattered

® The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Thilitidh copyright © 1992
by Houghton Mifflin Company. Electronic version licenseahf INSO Corporation. All rights
reserved.
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throughout much of Asia Minor. Thus his epistle is known aiscallar letter
because it is meant to be circulated to more than onelchurc

Perhaps Peter had church organization in mind as he wrdedtais but his
instruction still pertains to all Christian leadersatewith a willing spirit, eager to
help others who are laboring in the field for Christ. Yoeita be the kind of leader
God wants you to be.

2. Pray: O God, Show and empower me to be the kind ofdder You desire.
Amen.

3. What are three things that Peter says will help make leag®d examples to
the flock?

a.

b.

C.

4. What does it mean to “not lord it over those entrusted to"you?

In God’s sovereignty He has placed individuals in a lead#é€ for their care and
protection. He is also trusting the leader to help thelks know Him and to
produce fruit. Yes, God wants both the leader and the felldavperform well.
God is placing His confidence in you and relying on youradter and ability in
Christ.

Peter had learned about not leading in a domineering, barsaythoritarian way
from Jesus (Mathew 20:25-28). Leaders are not to acaliked, noble or
aristocrat. Leaders are to serve for the good of theplpeThe good of the people
IS to trust Christ as Savior and continue trusting Hintheelldays of their lives.

And when the Chief Shepherd appears, you will receive the crown otltaomyill
never fade awayl Peter 5:4

5.Read 1 Peter 5:4. When Jesus returns what will faitedddrs who have been a
good example to the flock receive?

A faithful Christian leader will receive the gift of Gétimself. You will meet your
Chief Shepherd and dwell in the presence and glory ofgkityiGod. He is Your
treasure and Your very great reward (Genesis 15:1b).
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Young men, in the same way be submissive to those who are oldey.oAll of
clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, because, "God oppeses t
proud but gives grace to the humble."” 6 Humble yourselves, therefore, Gadar
mighty hand, that he may lift you up in due time.

7 Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares forNdu.1 Peter 5:5-7

6. Read 1 Peter 5:5-7. Name some practical ways thataimbe submissive to
those who are older than you?

Just as leaders are not to “lord it over” the flock, theke are being led should
follow in humility and submission. The basic principléassubmit to one another
out of reverence for Christ (Ephesians 5:21). Questia$designed for you to
think about this principle and work it out in practical applmatfor your own life.

The principle works very well in discussing relationshpswveen younger and
older people. If you are older, you may have experiencee sga discrimination.
Socially you may be patronized (considered inferior) or igd@&ltogether. In the
same way, younger folks may be guilty of not making aorefd talk, listen or
pay attention to those who are older.

Some practical ways to take a subordinate (lesser) plaleenother is to listen
carefully. Seek out older saints and actively includentheconversations. Take
their advice and prayerfully consider what they hale you. Always show them
respect.

Older saints, you also have a responsibility in takisgl@ordinate role. You also
need to actively listen and try not to monopolize the caateam. Allow the
younger people to discuss topics that they are meaningtug o without making
critical or derogatory remarks. Do not arbitrarily dissrasyounger person’s advice
but be willing to take it to the Lord.

But how is it to your credit if you receive a beating for doing wramd endure it?

But if you suffer for doing good and you endure it, this is commendable before
God. 21 To this you were called, because Christ suffered for yoindegwu an
example, that you should follow in his

steps. 22 "He committed no sin, and no deceit was found in his mouth." 23 When
they hurled their insults at him, he did not retaliate; when he fdfdre made no

threats. Instead, he entrusted himself to him who judges justlye 2dnté$elf bore
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our sins in his body on the tree, so that we might die to sins anadiive f
righteousness; by his wounds you have been healed.
NIV 1 Peter 2:20-24

7.Read 1 Peter 2:20-24. In this passage Peter was giving aolVicset century
slaves. However the principle is appropriate in your &iam leadership today.
How will you feel and act when you are setting a good ela@upd you are
mistreated and suffer unjustly?

8. Who suffered for you, leaving you an example, so that youldHollowing His
steps?

9. Share a time in your Christian walk when you suffdaedollowing in Jesus’
steps?
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Personal Application: Memorize 1 Peter 2:21

Critical to walking in Jesus’ steps and following Hismwple is entrusting yourself
to God. During the next day, mediate on how well you gierself over to God
for His direction, guidance, protection, comfort, care pedormance. What is
missing in your complete trust and dependence on

God?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Lesson 5: Leading by Example@ay Five) Follow my Example

The apostle Paul became a role model that exemplifiedtCHadived out his
beliefs so well that he had no problem telling others tovohis example. Paul
was not looking for followers for himself but wanted to gotkers the
encouragement of living a life dedicated to God. He wantedstbhemitate
(copy, reproduce) Christ just as he was doing.

Follow my example, as | follow the example of Chfis€orinthians 11:1
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1. Read 1 Corinthians 11:1. Are you ready to say like Falipw my example, as
| follow the example of Christ?es No (Circle one) Then answer Why or Why
not?

Join with others in following my example, brothers, and take note of Wuséve
according to the pattern we gave y&nilippians 3:17

2. What does Paul tell the Philippians to take note of?

Paul not only followed Christ in life, but followed Him death. Although the New
Testament ends with Paul’'s imprisonment in Rome, tad#énd evidence point to
his martyrdom by decapitation (beheading) in the lateesixtin the first few
centuries men and women were regularly put to deatlnéar faith in Jesus. There
was intense persecution and people were

taking note. Pagans as well as other Christians weghimgtmartyrs as their
blood was being spilt in the arena and in the streets nfdities. “The New

Foxe’s Book of Martyrs” by John Foxe includes some eséhaccounts as well as
recent accounts from the 160,000 martyred in 2001.

Christian leaders were the first to be imprisoned or pde#dh. In the early
church, bishops were different from the image of thelyinlressed ambassadors
that usually comes to mind. They were leaders who Wwdmving the biblical
Jesus by living a life of poverty and lovingly

pasturing the sheep. They were true shepherds who diedngdal their sheep.

As the flock took note of their leaders, they followed swetpetua and Felicitas
were two young women in Northern Africa (Roman provingbd were watching
their leaders closely. They stood firm in their faith @hrist and were killed in the
arena. Both Perpetua and Felicitas were married. Reypaft noble birth was
nursing a baby son and Felicitas, a slave was 8 montgagne Even with their
maternal feelings telling them to protect their childidey both knew that God
was to be served first and foremost above family.

! Unger, Merrill F., The New Unger’s Bible Dictionary,dddy Press: Chicago, 1988, 977.
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Perpetua was thrown into a dungeon (prison). She was givech@nces to recant
and sacrifice to idols. Her father came with her baty @eaded with her to go
ahead and sacrifice and deny Christ. She would not. Both Pegretifeelicitas
were placed in the arena with a wild bull that tossed Rea@nd gored Felicitas
but did not kill them. The authorities then sent in

gladiators who killed them with their swords March 7, 20B.Aefore Perpetua
died in the arena that day she encouraged the dthstand fast in the faith and
love one another

The church actually grew and flourished under this intensepeation. People
took note that those under intense persecution were Chsisliaay took note that
their lives were different. They took note that they selgand with great courage
met their death in triumph. They took note that theses@Gduns lived what they
professed to believe. Just taking note of your example sanagg a person from a
mediocre (lukewarm) existence or from the fires of hell.

3. What did Perpetua encourage the other Christians to do?

4. Do you think Perpetua was a leader in God’s Kingdom? Why or Nt/

5. Both the noble woman and slave woman died the same idestinding firm
for Christ. Does your birth status, gender, wealthynadintelligence, athletic
ability, artistic talents or sparkling personality givauyan edge in leadership in
God’s Kingdom? Explain your answer.

Sometimes it may be God'’s plan for you as a leader ters@bd says in
Zechariah 13:7'Awake, O sword, against my shepherd, against the man who is
close to me!" declares the LORD Almighty. "Strike the shephadithe sheep

will be scattered, and | will turn my hand agaitis¢ little ones.

Then Jesus told them, "This very night you will all fall away on accafune, for
it is written: "'l will strike the shepherd, and the sheephefflock will be
scattered. Matthew 26:31
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Jesus claimed the prophecy in Zechariah for Himielas God'’s plan for Christ
to suffer death for our salvation. He is our Leader. Thease¢ is not greater than
his master. God also turned His hand against the apos#dgtléhones (some
commentators believe Israel to be the little ones; psrbath meanings are
proper). The apostles scattered, regrouped in Christ and in

His Spirit and suffered for His namesake. They stood finthlzecame shepherds
themselves bringing the sheep to the Master. Their litelaid down for their
Master in love for Him and their neighbor. Now they imrdeaven enjoying God
forever in joy and peace.

| will refine them like silver and test them like gold. Thdi/call on my name and
| will answer them; | will say, 'They are my people,' and thidysay, 'The LORD
Is our God."Zechariah 13:9

6. How are you being refined?
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Personal Application: Pray with a sincere heart in God’s Spit:

Almighty God, | want to serve you first and foremost abaNeeven to death.
Make me an excellent leader who meets your high and holgiastds. Make me
stand firm in Jesus knowing He will be working through mé YAl do is right
and good. | will follow You by Your Spirit and lead othensoi your arms of grace,
mercy and love. | am your faithful servant abiding and livmYour perfect Son.
Thank You for making me a good example to everyone. Amen.
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Next: Lesson 6: Be Filled with the Holy Spirit
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