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Lesson 10:_Faith of a LeadefDay One) God'’s Faithfulness

Your faith as a leader is based on God’s faithfuln&sce God can be trusted, you are secure in
placing your faith in Him. You can step out and lead bseai His faithfulness.

For the word of the LORD is right and true; he is faithful inteldoes® The LORD loves
righteousness and justice; the earth is full of his unfailing [Vé&salm 33:4-5

Read Psalm 33:4-5 and answer questions: 1-3:

1. For the of the LORD is and

2. In what areas of the world and in your life personadl God faithful?

The Hebrew word emunalf7112R) that we translate faithfulness in Psalm 33 means fissyne

steadfastness, fidelify.lt means that God is constant, strong and sures légal, unchanging
and consistent. He is trustworthy, dependable and reliabl

3. Think deeply (meditate) on God’s faithfulness describetierabove paragraphs. How does

this part of God’s character help you to trust Him ?

We are placing our faith in a God who is totally trustivg at all times. Therefore we are secure
in our faith because God is faithful. We can trust Gechuse He is dependable, reliable,
unchanging and true with us and with all people. Plus Gadisfulness is grounded in His
righteousness, justice and unfailing love.

Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom, and your dominion endures through all generations.
The LORD is faithful to all his promises and loving toward all herhade™" Psalm 145:13

4. Read Psalm 145:13. The LORD is faithful to His

! BibleWorks 6



Lesson 10

God can be trusted to keep all of His promises. Whataig $le will do. God’s promises
basically tell us what He will or will not do whereevare concerned. They declare how we are
affected by the past, the present and the future. The &blains God’s promises to mankind.

In many translations of the Old Testament, God’s wetdanslated as promise because His
word is true; it is a promise. “The Old Testament diduse a specific Hebrew word for
promise. It used quite ordinary words to encapsulate (suthemjivotal (key) promise of God:
speak, say, sweaf.”

Man’s word is not always a promise. That is, you mal say we are going to do something
and then forget about it or just plain not do it. Yave heard children say, “Yes | will clean my
room, | promise!” They are saying, “not only am | tedliyou that | will clean my room, | really
will do it.”

Read Joshua 21:45 in the NIV and NKJ versions below:

Not one of all the LORD's good promises to the house of Israedl faVery one was fulfilled.
NV Joshua 21:45

Not a word failed of any good thing which the LORD had spoken to the hdassetfAll came
to pass“’ Joshua 21:45

5. According to both translations of Joshua 21:45, why can fame fyour faith in God?

Bible versions depend on the translators’ interpreta®they translate from the Hebrew,
Aramaic and Greek. After they determine what the origh@ld meant in the original language,
they have to choose a word in their own languagebistt fits its meaning. Greek and Hebrew
words don’t always translate word for word into amotlanguage and culture. The translator
studies the word and context carefully and choosesrd @vowvords that he or she believes
accurately portray the meaning of the text.

Sometimes one translation seems to capture theceseéwhat the original author intended
better than another. Nevertheless, if you comparewsitranslations, you will find that most
transmit the meaning quite well even if the passage @ited in different words. Just like the
two versions of Joshua 21:45 above, the meaning is cleangnde reading it will come up
with the same truth: God is faithful and keeps Hisdvor

Although we don’t have the original, inerrant (withoueyrautographs or manuscripts, we can
be assured of the reliability of the copies that wea@hNo other books of antiquity (distant
past) have been copied as much as the New TestamenhaW 5,686 copies of the Greek
manuscripts and 19,284 ancient manuscripts in other langudgesnportance of the copies is

2 Butler, Trent C., Holman bible Dictionary, HomanIbiPublishers, Nashville, TN, 1991, page 1140.
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twofold: 1. Copies can be compared with other copiearficaiccurate reconstruction or
restoration of the original text. 2. No other histalibook or ancient literature come close to
these numbers.

One of the impressive ways that we have in confirmiegQld Testament’s reliability is the
discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls in 1947. A shepheydoading for his goat threw a rock
into a cave and heard something break. Upon investigagrniguind several large jars
containing leather scrolls of the Hebrew Bible. Thay been well preserved for nearly 1,900
years? They are named the Dead Sea Scrolls because theyfauerd on the northwest shore of
the Dead Sea. The Dead Sea is a salt lake borderexcably the West Bank and Jordan.

Just as scholars compare all the Greek manuscriptseionilee the original words, scholars took
the Dead Sea Scrolls and compared them with otherscopldebrew manuscripts. In particular
the complete manuscript of Isaiah that was found enadrihe clay jars was compared with the
Hebrew text (Masoretic) of 916 A.D. The comparisohigsly accurate with 95 % of the two
manuscripts being identical. The other 5% have to doletiters or copyist errors that do not
significantly change the meaning of the passage.

6. Explain in your own words why God’s faithfulness andred@bility of the Bible are related?

7. As a Christian leader, how will you improve in yourrofaithfulness to Him and to others?
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Personal Application: Meditate on God’s FaithfulnesBeuteronomy 7:9a, Deuteronomy 32:4,
2 Thessalonians 3:3, 1 Thessalonians 5:24, 1 Corinthians 1813, and 1 John 1:9.

Share with one person today or tomorrow how God has fagéful to you and how this helps
you place your faith in Him? After you have shared, @easte the person’s response(s).

% McDowell, Josh, The New Evidence That Demands A \éerdihomas Nelson Publishers, Nashville 1999, p.34-
35
* Ibid, p78.
® |bid, p78-79
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What is another practical way that you can help otteetsust the Faithful One?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkk

Lesson 10;_Faith of a LeadefDay Two) Trust the Promises of God

Your faith as a leader is interwoven with God’s prasisyou trust what God says and you help
others believe God as well. However, not everythingteriin the Bible is a promise that God
wants us to claim personally. In other words, we can’t €agd, You promised by this

particular verse that | would be rich and You must makenmalthy.”

For example, the book of Proverbs contains godlycppies that we should follow, but are not
necessarily promises. We should honor the Lord withneoney (Proverbs 3:9-10), however

this is not a promise for everyone to claim in ordearieive more money from the Lord. There
are devoted Christians who are poor in regard to monetailth and there are ungodly people
who are very wealthy. Please remember also that @loehblesses you, that does not mean that
you will have lots of money and never have any troubjeur life (Proverbs 10:22). The point

is that when you follow these rules you will generallyve a good result. When you don't

follow the wisdom of the proverbs, you will generallyba bad result. Remember too, that we
Christians are living with an eternal perspective (viewfoi

Read with discernment (sensitivity). Even if a patac promise is not meant for us personally,
we are to learn about God, how He works and respondmaEtordingly. The Bible is a record
of God’s working with individuals and nations at certa@nts in time in order to accomplish
His main goal of redemptive (buying back sinners) history.

And | will put enmity between you and the woman, and between your offspringrande will
crush your head, and you will strike his he8lY Genesis 3:15

1. Read Genesis 3:15. What is the one unifying (makes intarat)egpromise of the Bible?

From Genesis to Revelation, the promise of Christigérings together the whole of Scripture.
We are blessed to live in a time when the promise osCban be fully understood. However as
with most of God’s promises there are conditions tetme

if you confess with your mouth, "Jesus is Lord," and believe in yout thediGod raised him
from the dead, you will be savé@iFor it is with your heart that you believe and are justified,
and it is with your mouth that you confess and are sé#dRomans 10:9-10).

2. Read Romans 10:9-10. What is the condition for the geuofi Christ’s saving a person?

Copyright © Christian Library International 4
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The condition for salvation rests in a person’s @uthand inward response to Christ as Savior
and Master. It is not a one time response but athetommitment. It is a state of being. Jesus
is always our Master and we always follow Him.

3. Consider Romans 10:9-10. How are you meeting the qualifisatibthis promise of

salvation?

Now God does speak to believers through His word in vaneays. He may take Scripture and
impress it upon you in such a way that you are to apglyatifically to yourself or your

personal situation. He may give you instructions and arsas you meditate on passages of
Scripture. Ask the Holy Spirit to help you discern h@ad is speaking to you through Scripture
and be aware that God will not ask you to do anythingishanhful or evil.

God spoke to Abraham and he believed. From the beginnbrghAm’s was not a passive
(inactive) faith. God told him to start moving (Genesisl) toward an unknown destination and
he did. Can you relate to Abraham? Perhaps God hasmgeg and you don’t know where
you are going.

If Abraham had not trusted God, He could have easilydaipeanother leader. God’s plans are
never dependent on anyone or anything. In the same weg fdil to act when God calls, He
may give our assignment to another.

Many times when God calls a leader there will be @iced life change. This life change will

test one’s faith as it tested Abraham’s. Howethe testing serves a purpose. God is fitting that
person for service so that the changes will deepentesrdythen his or her faith.

"I will make you into a great nation and | will bless you; | will mgkeir name great, and you

will be a blessing’ | will bless those who bless you, and whoever curses you vgt;cand all
peoples on earth will be blessed through y8lY.Genesis 12:2-3

4. Read the promise of God to Abraham in Genesis 12:2-3.thHaseven parts of this promise:

1.

2.

Copyright © Christian Library International 5
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Consider Abraham: "He believed God, and it was credited to him as oigbness.”

Understand, then, that those who believe are children of AbrdHEne. Scripture foresaw that
God would justify the Gentiles by faith, and announced the gospel in advakioeat@am: "All
nations will be blessed through yotiSo those who have faith are blessed along with Abraham,
the man of faith" Galatians 3:6-9

5. Read Galatians 3:6-9 and fill in the appropriate blafiksnk about the words that you write.

Consider Abraham: “He God and it was to him as
. Understand, then, that those who are
of Abraham. The foresaw that God would
the Gentiles by , and announced the in
to Abraham: “All will be through you.” So thoseawbo h
are along with Abraham the man of

6. Are you a child (descendent) of Abraham according tat@as 3:6? Yes No (Circle one)

7. How did you become a descendant of Abraham?

8. What do you think the value is of knowing that youaseed or an offspring of Abraham?

In Galatians 3 Paul explains what it means that “@lbna will be blessed” through Abraham. It
means that Christ will come through his seed or througtidssendants (offspring). Abraham’s
first children became the Israelites, later called JeWsese were the people that God chose to
carry forth His word and promises to the world.

Jesus was born into the family of Mary and Josepltetemnts of Abraham. Now, in Christ,
Abraham is also our spiritual father and we can ridlgttoust the promises that are meant for
Abraham’s children. In other words, we are in the fpumi God and are blessed. In Christ, we
have the ability to bless the people of the earth byicarforth the gospel.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkikx

Personal Application: Read and mediate on Romans 4:13-25.

Pray for guidance from the Holy Spirit. Explain in yawn words how this passage of Scripture
will help you lead others to trust in the promises of God?

Copyright © Christian Library International 6
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Share any other insight the Holy Spirit brought to yattention regarding these verses:

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkk

Lesson 10:_Faith of a Leade(Day Three) Faith is Progressive

The faith of a leader is not static or stationadtymoves and advances. In a word, your faith is
progressive. That means that you will go forward ithfan steps or increments. Sometimes your
movement will seerslight, barely noticeable and other times it may shkiegnyou are being shot
to the moon.

We ought always to thank God for you, brothers, and rightly so, because ybus tiowing
more and more, and the love every one of you has for each other is ingreasi

NV'2 Thessalonians 1:3

1. Read 2 Thessalonians 1:3. Paul writes to the chuihegisalonica and comments on their

faith. What does he write about it?

Therefore, among God's churches we boast about your perseverance and faithen al
persecutions and trials you are endurifly.2 Thessalonians 1:4

2. Read 2 Thessalonians 1:4. Under what conditions wdsetlever’s faith growing?

The Thessalonians’ faith was growing through persecusinddrials. Suffering, though not at
all pleasant, can be used by God to increase our faitbaches us perseverance or
determination to cling to Christ no matter what diffigule are facing. One of the ways that we
cling to Christ is by seeking His strength and encouragetiiemigh prayer.

In Lesson 9: Prayer of a Leader (Day One) we touonggraying in faith. Faith is important
and necessary for anyone’s first step into the clegridood of Christ and hence into a
relationship with God. We are primarily talking about Bagth of a Leaderbut as a leader your
responsibility will be to pray for those you shephertidwe a strong and unwavering faith not
only for them to step into the Kingdom, but for them toehawsteady and uninterrupted journey.
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And without faith it is impossible to please God, because anyone who toonm@smust believe
that he exists and that he rewards those who earnestly seeKkélmews 11:6

3. Hebrews 11:6 states that without it is to please

But | have prayed for you, Simon, that your faith may not fail. And when yeuuraed back,
strengthen your brotherslUke 22:32

4. Read Luke 22:32. Why did Jesus pray for Simon Peter?

5. After Peter turned back, what was he supposed to do?

Yes, Peter denied knowing Jesus but repented and turnecoldask brd. Jesus wanted Peter,
his chosen leader to take his lesson of faith and eéagtinen others. This is always a guiding,
biblical principle. Our lessons, gifts and resourcesatdor us alone but are to be used to help
others, especially Christians.

The Greek word for faith in the above two scripturgsissis riotic). It is a noun that means
the state of believing on the basis of the reliabdityhe one trusted. It is trust and confidence in
God in the active sensg.

For a Christian it means placing your faith, trust amafidence in Christ. You rely on God’s
promises in the Bible and what He says about Jesus.cafoaxpect help from Christ in both the
spiritual and physical sense.

Faith is active in the sense that you believe in &uadiact upon those truths as set forth in the
Bible. If one does not act and live according to what Gasddaid, that person is without faith;
he is faithless. Faith is not a passive belief. Omaatsay the “sinner’s prayérand continue

to live according to his or her own wishes. AcceptingisEim faith is a life time commitment of
loyalty and service to the King. When Christ is trusiedavior and Lord, one is saying, “I
trust, rely, depend, serve and place my hope in the 8 (&od.”

Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to enter the MosPHaly by the blood of
Jesus?® by a new and living way opened for us through the curtain, that is, hisPadiyl since
we have a great priest over the house of Goéf us draw near to God with a sincere heart in
full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled to cleanse us fromtg goiiiscience and
having our bodies washed with pure watdebrews 10:19-22

6. Read and meditate on Hebrews 10:19-22. What are thrgs thit faith (and the Holy
Spirit) cause a believer to do?

® Frederick William Danker based on Walter Bauer’'s AgBrEnglish Lexicon of the New Testament and the Early
Christian Literature, "8 edition, University of Chicago Press, Chicago & London, 2000.

" The “sinner’s prayer” is a name given to a prayer eby® person admits that he is a sinner and accepts gy grac
Christ as Savior and Lord. This is supposed to be a dedisigive up control of one’s life and follow Christ.
Copyright © Christian Library International 8
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2.

3.

The Church Doctrine of Justification states that msagaved by faith in Christ and His work on
the cross. Christ alone is our righteousness and evgistified (freed from guilt) by His blood
alone. It is a free gift of grace (underserved merdaazeptance). No works are involved.
However, it takes active participation with one’s wifou choose by faith to have confidence to
enter the Most Holy Place by the blood of Jesus. Yawk@hrist paid the penalty for all of

your sins. You choose to draw near to God with a sirtoeset in full assurance of faith that you
have been cleansed. Therefore you choose not to @m&egdailty conscience for past sins for
which you are clean, holy and pure. However, although @rétyay for our sins in hell there
can be consequences on this earth for past actions.

Some have mistakenly taken the free gift of salvatiangéan passivity and that activity
becomes works of the flesh. Not so! Your life in ©his an active one from the moment you
recognize your sin and choose the Spirit’s prompting ofegrdou are to activelgeek God and
activelydo what He says. See the difference. You acthaddg God’s grace by faith and work
the assignments from the Leader’s hand. You activelkwoGod’s strength and power.

Satan and his demons believe God exists and they knowdie te Bible through men. They
know without a doubt that Christ died for the sins efworld. Nevertheless, they act against
God’s plans and purposes. A person can also believe Gstd erd even that Christ paid the
punishment for man’s sins and still act against His condsiand purposes. Both the evil spirits
and these evil humans are faithless. They will notesimaa joyful, eternal life.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Personal Application: Mediate on and memorize Hebrews 12:2.

Let us fix our eyes on Jesus, the author and perfecter of our faihfowthe joy set before him
endured the cross, scorning its shame, and sat down at the right handtobtie daf God"'”
Hebrews 12:2

What assurance do you have that your faith will progseg® forward in the right way?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkkkkkkk

Lesson 10:_Faith of a Leade(Day Four) Attitudes Affect Faith

You must have the right attitude about yourself to athful leader. Be confident that you are
a new creation in Christ (2 Corinthians 5:17). Recogthaeyou have the mind and sweet
fragrance of Christ. Know that you are loving and givingd @&gpleased with you and has an
excellent plan for your life! God wants you to haverfds and healthy relationships. He desires
your success and happiness in His Kingdom (Psalm 37: 4)s &eelational God (John 3:16).

Copyright © Christian Library International 9
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Sometimes because of our past sins and faulty rethijosiwe may believe that there is
something wrong with us. Even our current sins and faelftionships can make us wonder
"what is the matter with me!" We may even have angrattitude about our race, gender,
appearance, intelligence or skills. God does not haweifas based on any of these things (Acts
10:34-35). God made all and accepts all who does what issgmbdght in Christ.

In your relationships, as in all areas of your lif@dds in control. Therefore, He may allow
difficult relationships to help you grow in Christ likesesGod may also block certain
friendships for your own spiritual welfare. He may haigger (i.e. fruitful) plans for you than
being part of certain fellowships, even if they aredwars.

We live in a fallen world, and this will also adversgiggatively) affect our relationships. This
includes family, friends and really anyone on the fachefarth. However, if you are
concerned about your ability to make friends and keep trgmour relationships in general,
pray the following prayer:

Almighty and Loving Father, You are faithful and delight to answer our ay@lease reveal
to me any unknown sin or incorrect personality trait that is keepinfyorrehealthy
relationships. Are there sins of jealousy, self righteousness, @risifishness in my life that is
hindering my progress? Cleanse me of any of these unholy charactenstibglp me to correct
them. | trust You to help me with any necessary changes and | thatlia¥bam a likeable

and loveable person. Heal all my relationships, especially (insertgwn) and establish good
Christian friends in my life. Make me a good family membendrand employee (employer).
Thank You in Jesus, Amen.

Sometimes, we just beat up on ourselves. We find fathtwihat we say, how we look, what we
do or what we don’'t do. We are an easy target besaeisee always around! You may even
think that to put yourself down is the humble thing to #as just as wrong to put yourself down
as it is to puff yourself up. Neither are honoring to Grgator.

If you grew up with parents, relatives or caregivers wete constantly putting you down, you
might actually have a “mental” recording telling you untrliegs about yourself. You may even
be in a situation right now where you are being véylaiused. Satan, the source of these lies
and false accusations will use them to steal youaquypeace. It will take constant prayer and
vigilance (attention) to overcome false thought pastern

In addition to all this, take up the shield of faith, with which yau extinguish all the flaming
arrows of the evil ond"V Ephesians 6:16

1. Read Ephesians 6:16. What do you take up when Sataviltbee, begins his attack or

character assassination on you?

Paul is using the picture of a large, leather, shielde Hthmans could soak it in water so that
when their enemy shot flame-tipped arrows, the fireld/de quenched. Your faith is like that
shield. When you trust who you are in Christ, Satanty Berows of destruction are put out.
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For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my motterb % | praise you
because | am fearfully and wonderfully made; your works are wondekubw that full well
"V'Psalm 139:13-14

2. Read Psalm 139:13-14. Who created your inmost (deepestybeing

3. Who knit you together in your mother’'s womb?

4. When you have a bad attitude about yourself or othersanhgou ultimately putting down?

Why?

God created every single part of you. He gave the biNgtructions for every microscopic
detail of your being. You are perfectly put together.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he createddigrand female he
created them'" Genesis 1:27

5. Man, which includes male and female are created t&&d&ind, resembling Him in certain

ways. How does this affect the way that you thinkualyourself?

You are made in the image or likeness of God. Rendlesson 7: The Name, we learned about
some of God’s characteristics or attributes thathéees with us. For example, God shares His
faithfulness, wisdom, mercy and goodness. Read Geng8iarid answer question 6.

God blessed them and said to them, "Be fruitful and increase in nuntitée earth and
subdue it. Rule over the fish of the sea and the birds of the aovanctvery living creature that
moves on the ground'” Genesis 1:28

6. God told the man and the woman to fill the eartth an it. over

the fish of the sea and the of the air and every ature tirat
moves on the ground.

8

Deoxyribonucleic acid or DNA is a nucleic acid molectiattcontains the genetic instructions used in the
development and functioning of all living organisms. fieen role of DNA is the long-term storage of infornoati
and it is often compared to a set of blueprints, sindé Dontains the instructions needed to construct other
components of cells, such as proteins and RNA molgeclitee DNA segments that carry this genetic infornmatio
are called genes, but other DNA sequences have strustupases, or are involved in regulating the use of this
genetic information. Wikipedia, the free encyclopedia
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God is the Ruler and Master Controller. We are mad#is image in ruling and controlling the
earth. As a Christian leader, you are called to goathings in righteousness and holiness
(Ephesians 4:24).

With the tongue we praise our Lord and Father, and with it we curse rmerhave been made
in God's likenes$" James 3:9

Cursing is not only exclaiming foul words, it is also sayevil or hurtful things about another
human being. Even hoping for evil to come to anothsitast cursing and definitely wrong.
Cursing can also mean lightly esteeming others or maddngeone loathsonieTeenagers are
very adept at making others loathsome to their peers.rigep&pularity, the sin of caring more
for what others think than God, can cause a rash ofhngurdio make themselves seem cool
teenagers may dishonor others by ignoring, gossipinga&ima sport of frailties (weaknesses).
Sadly, teenagers are not the only ones to curse and htess others.

7. What implications does James 3:9 have for you persoaadlyfor the people that you lead?

All men and women are made in the image of God, id’'§&likeness. Granted, it may be

difficult to see God'’s appearance in some people, bupt8oz tells us it is there. When we

think about the beauty and magnificence of the LORD aadalhhuman beings have been made
in His image, it gives us a concrete reason to loxkerenor others.

Thinking badly about yourself or having a guilty consceeager past sins can be very
discouraging. You may be disheartened and deterred fmrmgnahead each day. This is a
faithless position, one that lacks truth and powehi#f is where you are, you will not stay here.
If you are past this and do not have a problem with how yaw yourself this is a good
reminder that other people do have a poor view of themse¥es can help them!

Discouragement is not of God. He wants you to be encaodithgeyou were made in His image
and that in Christ you are secure and free from gudtsiame. He took away your sin, guilt
and shame on the cross (Hebrews 10:22).

According to the Oxford American Dictionary, self-esteis a noun meaning a favorable
opinion of one's self, self-respect. We have a faveraplnion of ourselves because we are
made in God’s image. So instead of self-esteem, Wy reave God-esteem. We have respect
for God and the humans that He created. See the slitidrence. Our value rests in the God
who made and loves us. We trust God for an evaluafionrselves. By faith we offer our
attitudes, talents, gifts and good works each day to maamfgrge) the LORD.

° Butler, Trent C., Holman Bible Dictionary, HolmarbBi Publishers, Nashville, TN, 1991.
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Personal Application:

We are therefore Christ's ambassadors, as though God were making his appeghtus. We
implore you on Christ's behalf: Be reconciled to G2 Corinthians 5:20

An ambassador is a diplomat sent by one country as apentrepresentative or on a special
mission to anothe’. The apostle Paul called himself an ambassador evem heheas in prison
(Ephesians 6:20). Paul also tells believers that w€lrist's ambassadors. We are here by
special appointment, sent by heaven on a special mission

God has chosen you. You have exactly what God wanise in leading and influencing others
for the Kingdom. Build your faith in God by confessing (agree; declare) with Scripture about
who you are in Christ.

For example, confess 2 Corinthians 5:20: | am Christisaamsador. God makes appeals
through me. | implore others on Christ’s behalf s they are reconciled to God.

Look up, read, personalize and confess these Scripturedephaniah 3:17, 1 Corinthians 14:3,
1 Thessalonians 1:4-5, 2:6-8, Philippians 2:13-16, Revelation 1:5-6
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Lesson 10:_Faith of a Leade(Day Five) Strengthening your Faith

What happens when things don’t turn out the way you thougbt?pray and really felt God
telling you to go in a certain direction. But your wacbmes blocked and no matter how hard
you pray, nothing seems to happen. In the same lightieyto@od saying that a sick friend was
going to be healed and yet that person died. There cewthier kinds of circumstances where
you perceive God telling you something and it doesn’t comeds. pa

This happens to individuals and to church bodies of all derations. Recently a charismatic
church in Raleigh had fasted and prayed for a young boyhatidoecome ill with a virus. The
church had come together mightily in intercessiontiertiealing of this lad. Many in the church
prophesied that he would be healed and they rejoiced at &Gasliger. However, the child died.

Another church, conservative in affiliation, led by thlders felt a call to build a larger worship
center. Everyone was in agreement and felt it was<Gamill. Contracts were signed and they
went forward. Half way through the process there wa®blem with the land. Although it was
a large piece of property it would still not accommodaatequate parking spaces for cars.

1. Can you share a time when you really believed Goddorething and it didn’t come to pass?

19 Ehrlich, Eugene, Oxford American Dictionary, Oxford Univer§iress, New York, Oxford, 1980.
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2. If you had a story to share above, how did this affeat faith in God? What did you learn?

| was at the two churches mentioned above during Weeship services, both after the boy
died, and after the property was deemed unworkable. Botbrpastoke to their congregations
as faithful leaders. The congregation that had lostuagy child was in a very tender and
vulnerable place. The pastor spoke compassionately, adresery possible question his
congregation might have regarding this sad occasiortolti¢hen that he had never seen a
group of people come together so faithfully. They had paately done absolutely everything
the Scriptures had called for in seeking God for healingedended them that God is sovereign
and ultimately it was His decision. The pastor upheld Goithe faithful One of love,
compassion and mercy.

The other pastor also addressed his congregation. Henexptae facts of the situation and that
they had an exit clause in the real estate contraetchiurch would exercise this option and not
go forward with the purchase. He simply said that loeth@ elders had all been in agreement
to purchase the land and now they were in agreement pat¢base the land. He ended his
explanation by saying “This is what | thought God’s wilsy but | was wrong.”

Perhaps you will always be sure and right about what i&eaying to you. But more than likely
there will be times as a leader when you will simpdywrong. It is best to admit it. We are not
infallible (never wrong). We can make mistakes. Medh women in the Bible were not always
correct in assessing what God was telling them. Bashabd Paul would not have done
anything that they thought was outside of God’s will. Theth believed so strongly in their
views that they had a sharp disagreement over whétéeishould take Mark (Gospel writer)
with them. On an earlier mission trip, Mark had leftl aeturned home. Paul seems to have
viewed this as desertiorBut here’s the point: there would not have beerslaarpdisagreement
if they had both heard from God correctly.

They had such a sharp disagreement that they parted company. Barnabas took Marlednd sai
for Cyprus.® but Paul chose Silas and left, commended by the brothers to the grhed ofd.
NV Acts 15:39-40

Note: Paul was in prison and was writing years afterlAc89.0nly Luke is with me. Get Mark
and bring him with you, because he is helpful to me in my mifi5t&/Timothy 4:11

3. Read Acts 15:39-40 and 2 Timothy 4:11. What leadership lessavudearn?
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Paul and his companions traveled throughout the region of Phrygia and Galatia, haeimg be
kept by the Holy Spirit from preaching the word in the province @ Aghen they came to the
border of Mysia, they tried to enter Bithynia, but the Spiritasu$ would not allow them to.

NV Acts 16:6

4. Read Acts 16:6-7. What faith lesson do you learn flwerSpirit stopping Paul twice?

It appears that God’s plan for Paul and his companionshatyed and Paul didn’t hear about it
in his daily prayers. The Scripture says that the 3plyit kepthim from preaching in the
province of Asia there. The Word doesn’t say thatSpeit told him to move on. The same is
true when they tried to enter Bithynia. If, 10 miles @l@of Bithynia, we had asked Paul if that
was the direction God wanted him to go, most likely loaitd have answered yes. Nevertheless,
his way was ultimately blocked.

Paul acted on what he knew and what he believed to ts @Glan. He acted in faith. He was
not always correct but God was always faithful. Gostill faithful. If you misunderstand God,
His Spirit will get you back on the right path. He wonksinique and wondrous ways to keep us
moving in the right direction. But please be cautious. dlb&s not mean that you can just go
forward as you please and expect the Spirit’s assisthnagg not God'’s will.

It is important to remember to be flexible and adaptabtée Spirit's leading. There are times
when you will be called upon to persevere, suffer and enddn the other hand, there may be
times when you will be wrong and if you stubbornly cling tedadeas or dreams, it will be
detrimental to your faith in God. However, your faithi be strengthened as you trust God to
give you wisdom and discernment day by day.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkk

Personal Application: Optional: Write any faith challenge that you are expeig right now?

Please write how your “letter minister” may pray foug

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkk

Lesson 10:_Faith of a Leade(Day Six) Faith in Spite of Circumstances

We briefly discussed discouragement in Day 4 of thistes If discouragement goes on for too
long, a leader could become depressed, extremely dishechdad full of self pity. This

condition actually takes a leader into faithless t@ryitvhere he or she begins to question God’s
plan, love and sovereign control over his or her liféhis is a dangerous position: this leader is
not trusting God.
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As a leader you will need to seek God’s help in pulling yduesg of this black hole when you
become weary of doing good. You will also be called updmetp others climb out of this dark,
sad, pit of hell when they fall into it. Now rea&ithat we are talking about healthy, normal
individuals in thissection and not those who may need medical attentragePwill help you
discern the difference and how God wants this indivithealed or treated.

Elijah was afraid and ran for his life. When he came to Beersheba in Joeldéft his servant
there,* while he himself went a day's journey into the desert. He cambramom tree, sat down
under it and prayed that he might die. "I have had enough, LORD," he said.fiydKe; | am
no better than my ancestor8¥ 1 Kings 19:3-4

1. Read 1 Kings 19-3-4. Was Elijah discouraged? Yes No &Ginmaé) Depressed? Yes No
(Circle one) Was Elijah trusting God? Yes No (Cirakep

The LORD said, "Go out and stand on the mountain in the presence of tie fd@khe LORD

is about to pass by." Then a great and powerful wind tore the mountains apahadteted the
rocks before the LORD, but the LORD was not in the wind. Aigewind there was an
earthquake, but the LORD was not in the earthqual&ter the earthquake came a fire, but the
LORD was not in the fire. And after the fire came a gentlepeni "'V 1 Kings 19:11-12

2. Read 1 Kings 19:11-12. What do you think is the significaftiee LORD telling Elijah to

go out and stand on the mountain in His presence?

God showed Elijah that he must get his focus off his mstances. The right focus is God
(Hebrews 12:2). Elijah was thinking about Ahab and Jedéheihgs 19:1-18) and became
afraid and discouraged. God is greater than any problematter how severe it may seem.

Trust that God has a holy purpose for your life. Know yloar difficult period may help you to
comfort others (2 Corinthians 1:3). Recognize that GodBtigah's faithless period recorded to
help succeeding generations. Submit to God and admit thatayeuwlo valid reason for being
discouraged or depressed. You are serving Jesus and tlarggsrag perfectly for the Kingdom.

kkkkkkkkhkkkkkkkkkk

Personal Application: Memorize Jeremiah 17:7-8

"But blessed is the man who trusts in the LORD, whose confidendeitis.f He will be like a

tree planted by the water that sends out its roots by the stredoedtnot fear when heat comes;
its leaves are always green. It has no worries in a year of droughteret fails to bear fruit."

NV Jeremiah 17:7-8

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Next: Lesson 11: Knowing God'’s will
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