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Lesson 13: Spiritual Warfare (Day One) War: Physical and Spiritual

War is a state of open and armed conflict carried on legtwations, states or parties. It is a
concentrated effort or campaign to put an end to sometbingidered harmful. A battle is an
encounter or skirmish (fight) between the opposing fofces

World War 1l (1939-1945) is the name of the most famous aadl@st war that our world has
experienced. The war began with Germany’s invasion @frféolGlobally, over 100 million
military personnel were mobilized; over 70 million, thajamity being civilians, died.

The forces or nations were divided into two opposing graimgsAllies and the Axis. For
example, the United States joined with the Allies, @aimany was part of the Axis group.
They fought against each other in numerous battles ashffenent countries. There was one
war, but many battles.

World War 1l was a physical war; it took place in timelapace. However, WWII and all
physical wars are really being waged in the spiritudime@his is a sphere or dominion that
lacks material substance; it is not limited by timd apace as we know it. The spiritual war that
affects nations and individuals is being waged betweefotbes of God and the forces of Satan.

And the devil, who deceived them, was thrown into the lake of buuifng svhere the beast
and the false prophet had been thrown. They will be tormented day and nigi¢f@nd ever.
NV Revelation 20:10

1. Read Revelation 20:10. In the future, what happens to §&ail) and his leaders?

God has already won the war. Jesus Christ defeatetttlevhen He died on the cross for the
sins of the world. Satan’s future is sealed. In spirieafare, it is critical to remember that we
are fighting against a beaten enemy. However, God slfom to do battle and fight until his

time on earth is over. Therefore, as a Chridgader you will encounter many battles against

! The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition copyright © 1992 by Houghton
Mifflin Company. Electronic version licensed from INSO Corporation. All rights reserved.

2 Wikipedia, the free Encyclopedia
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the devil’s forces during your lifetime. You may be involvedam individual level, a national or
even international level, but be on guard: lives ar¢éafies

2. What is the longest length of time that a physical may affect your life personally?

3. What is the length of time that a spiritual battelld affect your life?

If a person is not killed during one of the battles,atiial, physical war may affect a person’s
entire life span of perhaps 80 years. Then it is o¥é&e consequences of spiritual warfare takes
place outside of time and space and will affect livesternity.

We cannot see God or anything else that is occurring ispiisual world unless He allows it.
For example, about 850 B.C. the king of Aram was atwitdr Israel. In order to help Israel,
God would tell His prophet Elisha the king’s battle plaB&isha would then go and tell the king
of Israel so that the Israelites were always prepfanrebattle. The king of Aram learned of the
prophet’s ability to warn his enemy Israel and immedyageht men to capture him.

When the servant of the man of God got up and went out early the nextgnamarmy with
horses and chariots had surrounded the city. "Oh, my lord, what shall we dos€rtfaat

asked® "Don't be afraid," the prophet answered. "Those who are with us are moréhibsa
who are with them And Elisha prayed, "O LORD, open his eyes so he may see." Then the
LORD opened the servant's eyes, and he looked and saw the hilfdfuiées and chariots of
fire all around Elisha™V 2 Kings 6:15-17

Read 2 Kings 6:15-17 and answer questions 4-6.

4. What did Elisha’s servant see in the physical realm vieegot up in the morning?

5. What did Elisha pray for his servant?

6. What was the spiritual reality of the battle Eisdnd his servant were facing?

Elisha was operating from a deep, spiritual, awarenesmeansity. God allowed him to see
what was going on in the spiritual realm so that he ma afraid of the physical army that was
coming to his door. God had spiritual forces surrounding aneginog Elisha and his servant.

The spiritual war is between the Kingdom of Light amel kingdom of darkness. You are a
soldier in Christ, a warrior engaged in this epic walne powers of darkness have a primary
mission of thwarting God’s purposes on earth for natigreaups and individuals. Yes, there are
spiritual beings that will cause you problems. Most defin they want to keep you from being
an effective Christian leader and advancing the Kingdomgsft. God’s empire. The members
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of this dark world work hard to prevent non-believers froatiplg their faith in Christ and
becoming soldiers and carriers of the Light.
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Personal Application: Read and meditate on Ephesians 6:12.

For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, agheatthorities,
against the powers of this dark world and against the spiritual forcealohehe heavenly
realmsN'" Ephesians 6:12

Is your struggle against another person who has hurt ybar @hysically or emotionally?
Yes No Maybe (Circle One)

Who are you really fighting against?

How will this change the way you view other people ancuoirstances?
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Lesson 13: Spiritual Warfare (Day Two) The Enemy

It appears from Ephesians 6:12 that the kingdom of darknesethap a hierarchy (chain of
command) with territories to make sure that the eartiiainketed with deadly pressure and
influence. As Christians, our Supreme Ruler and Lesd&ond. Who is ruling the dark world
and rallying the troops against us? Who is this archenemisttesponsible for so much evil?

We know him by the name Satan. His name is thelitenaior® of the Hebrew word satan
(]@fy) which means adversary, opponent or accuser. Deailpttis §uaporoc) is the Greek

name used along with the name Satan in the Greek Naari@st. It also means accuser and
slanderer.

Satan is a real spiritual being who blames God’'s peoplearigdoing and maliciously lies
about us to God. He opposes us in battle. He is ouryeartha most cruel opponent.

Satan’s origins are not completely evident in the Sergst Augustine of Hippo in thé'4
century proposed that Satan was originally created giedall the other angels. However, he
wanted to be like God with supreme authority and rebellédfopride. This is how evil entered
the world. He caused other angels to rebel ‘also.

% Transliterate means to represent by letters in daetuage that of another language with a differentzdigh
* McGrath, Alister. Christian Theology An Introductionlagkwell Publishing, University of Oxford, 2001.
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There are two passages of Scripture that you may regddoiown understating: Isaiah 14:12-
15 and Ezekiel 28:11-17. The prophets seem to be referringtidydangs but then the
wording and description seem to encompass a much morefpbindividual. Many scholars
believe these passages are referring to Satan.

Scripture tells us that the Adversary has angels iary (Matthew 25:41). Angels were given
free will also and some chose to sin against God {& Re4). From Scripture, it appears that
some are held for judgment while others are in our midsti or your sheep may not be tempted
by Satan himself, for he is nhot omnipresent, but youbeaassured some wicked, spiritual being
is responsible for your downfall.

Rebellion is open, armed, and organized resistancedostitcited government; it is also an act
or a show of defiance toward an authority or estaldigiemvention. Authority is the power to
enforce laws, exact obedience, command, determinedge>® Satan rebelled against God’s
command. He was not willing to serve under God’s authdiiis rebellion was the start of the
war between God’s Kingdom and Satan’s kingdom.

Now the serpent was more crafty than any of the wild animals tR®LEod had made. He said
to the woman, "Did God really say, "You must not eat from any tree gatden'?"

NV Genesis 3:1

Read Genesis 3:1 and answer questions 1-2.

1. Who disguised himself as one of God’s good creaturesparggRevelation 12:9)?

2. What do you think Satan’s hidden agenda was in talking Ewd?

3. What is Satan’s agenda regarding you?

Satan is an aggressor. He went on the offensive kattden man was created. He went into the
garden with the explicit intention of getting the maua azoman to rebel against God and defy
(go against) His authority. The devil won that first leadéind continues to attack with vicious
and brutal intensity.

Satan is a dangerous enemy and Christian leaders slodwldderestimate his military aptitude.
He uses subtle and deceptive means to provoke rebeltiowever, his tactics to incite rebellion
will fail if we keep our warrior’s eye on Jesus andtig estimate His power and authority.

He is the image of the invisible God, the firstborn over akios.® For by him all things were
created: things in heaven and on earth, visible and invisible, whetharalior powers or
rulers or authorities; all things were created by him and for AiinColossians 1:15-16

*The American Heritage® Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition copyright © 1992 by Houghton
Mifflin Company. Electronic version licensed from INSO Corporation. All rights reserved.
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4. Jesus is the image of the invisible God! According tm€3ans 1:15-16 how did all things

including a powerful being like Satan come to exist?

The LORD said to Satan, "Very well, then, everything he hay@imhands, but on the man
himself do not lay a finger." Then Satan went out from the preserice bORD™'" Job 1:12

5. Read Job 1:12. Who has authority and control oven3ata

Satan is a created being and his activities are limite@dda; He has been judged by God for his
pride (conceited, puffed up) and rebellion but has not yetived his full punishment

(1 Timothy 3:6, Revelation 20:10). Christians and non Qaristalike may wonder why God
does not slay the devil and remove this evil from our lives.

6. Why do you think God allows Satan to be the “prince ofwbed” (John 16:11)?

7. Why do you think God allows evil and suffering in the \@rl

Your eyes are too pure to look on evil; you cannot tolerate wrong. Winyglthgou tolerate the
treacherous? Why are you silent while the wicked swallow up thoserigbteous than
themselves’" Habakkuk 1:13

8. According to Habakkuk 1:13, God is too to look on evil. Sadabsithe

prophet ask?

"See, he is puffed up; his desires are not upright-- but the rightetus/evby his faith--
"V Habakkuk 2:4

9. How does God answer in Habakkuk 2:4?

God says thathe righteous will live by his faithBy faith we know that God is good and created
a good world. By faith we know God is pure and holy. &thfwe trust God in allowing evil to
exist at the present time, knowing its end will com#hatproper time. By faith we know that
God is in charge of how our world runs and we are not.
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Then the LORD answered Job out of the storm. He $&#iho is this that darkens my counsel
with words without knowledgéBrace yourself like a man; | will question you, and you shall
answer me* "Where were you when | laid the earth's foundation? Tell me, if yousiade.

NV Job 38:1-4

10. According to Job 38:1-4, could a mere human possibly unddrthardesign and workings
of the universe that God has created? Yes No Maybeld@ne)

We may never totally understand why Satan has power an@éwigxists. But we do know
that Christ won the victory over sin at the crossl@Ssians 2:15) and that the devil’s time is
short. Satan stands judged and condemned (1 Timothy 3:6). Heewlirown into the lake of
burning sulfur and tormented day and night for ever and ewe{&ion 20:10). The wicked
will also be sent to hell (Matthew 23:33) and the rightanu@hrist sent to everlasting life
(Matthew 19:29). Inthe end God will wipe away every (€velation 7:17, 21:4). We live by
faith in God’s purpose and plan for our earth and its people

Although the pain and suffering that we and others experisndifficult, the duration is nothing
compared to the joy that awaits us for eternity. Gaasisand will work out everything for our
eternal good (Romans 8:28-29). He has a perfect plan teatndd call for Satan’s demise until
sometime in the future. Until then, for as long as me MWwe must fight this archenemy in battle
after battle claiming the complete victory that our 8atias won.
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Personal Application: Meditate and memorize Psalm 18:34-35.

He trains my hands for battle; my arms can bend a bow of bréYzeu give me your shield of
victory, and your right hand sustains me; you stoop down to make me'§r@asalm 18:34-35

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkk

Lesson 13: Spiritual Warfare (Day Three) Evil Tactics

Now that we have identified the leader of the enemgefs, let us take a look at some of his
tactics. That is, what are his methods for reachingded? Remember that this enemy’s goal is
to thwart God’s purposes and usurp (seize) His authority.

Read John 8:44 and answer questions 1-3.

You belong to your father, the devil, and you want to carry out your fattesige. He was a
murderer from the beginning, not holding to the truth, for there isuth in him. When he lies,
he speaks his native language, for he is a liar and the father of'lighn 8:44

1. Jesus told some of the Pharisees and Jews thatréhegraying out their father’s desire.

Who does Jesus say their father is?

Copyright © Christian Library International 6
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2. Name one of Satan’s characteristics?

The devil wanted to stop Jesus and His disciples. Althouagt of the religious leaders had
come to believe Satan’s lies, there were many who vegenting and following Jesus. God was
making an impact. Satan was working as hard as he couldk® Jasus’ mission fail.

Personally, | don’t think Satan knew God’s plan of repigom. He knew Jesus was God’s Son
but did he know Jesus would die for our sins? If he didydwdd have been trying to keep Jesus
away from the cross rather than inciting Judas to bétnawy After all, the cross meant his total
defeat. Perhaps, like the Jews, he thought the Messiald set up an earthly Kingdom.

3. How do you suppose Satan was a murderer from the beghftiemesis 3:4)

Satan was the cause of Adam and Eve’s physical deatir¢ins 2:14-15). It did not come
about immediately but as soon as they took the deviltsandi ate the forbidden fruit their
bodies started to age. They were sent from the Garfdedem into a now decaying world.

Most likely the devil felt he had thwarted God’s purposenfiankind in the Garden by causing
open rebellion. But God had a redemption plan (GeBesh that would give humans an
opportunity to be restored and to be with Him forewate now know that God’s plan calls for
trust and obedience in Christ, therefore this is wisatan and his army will attack.

Military tactics is the art that deals with securing objees set by strategy in effecting
maneuvers against an enefr§imply it is a plan against one’s foe. Let’s loolsame of Satan’s
tactics so that we are not unaware of his schemesn Wk will look at our own tactics.

Tactic#1: Lies, Liesand moreLies

Just like Satan lied to Eve in the Garden, he continules tim us and those who would serve
God. He spoke words that he knew were not true. Shatdite he continually and deliberately
tries to get people to believe things that are not correeis the great Deceiver (swindler, fraud,
con artist). He does not want anyone to trust God asad\féird because the truth sets captives
free from His deadly grip.

Satan spoke his lies directly to Eve in the Garden argpdiee lies directly to Jesus in the desert
(Luke 4:7-8). Exactly how he speaks his lies to us is nattgxclear. But Scripture clearly
reveals his power and impact to our hearts and minds.

Then Peter said, "Ananias, how is it that Satan has so filled your iedgdu have lied to the
Holy Spirit and have kept for yourself some of the money you redeivibe land?"'" Acts 5:3

® Ibid.
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4. What does Peter tell Ananias in Acts 5:37

Look who is behind the first recorded sin in the new chuiSatan so filled Ananias’ heart that
he lied. Again we don’t know exactly how Satan fiksahts or tempts us but clearly he does.
Perhaps he speaks to our minds inaudibly and our subconpaiksst up; like radio waves.

In the same way Satan, or one of his demons wildillr heart with lies about yourself. You
are not good. God does not love you. No one likes yow are depressed. You will never be
happy. You are a failure. You are still guilty of sctfessed in Christ. There is no hope.
Nothing will ever change. Sound familiar. They areiefl.| This is not the truth of who God
says that you are.

Do we and others believe such lies? Certainly we dos i$tan effective tool in Satan’s arsenal.
It keeps us distancing ourselves from God and makes us weakedfiedtive in battle.

5. How do you recognize Satan’s lies?

When Ananias’ had the thought of keeping back some monéyrfself but telling the church
that he was giving it all to them, he should have recegn®&atan’s signature tactic. He should
have said, “Wait a second, what am | thinking? Thatldbe a lie. | belong to God and | don'’t
lie.” The devil would have been defeated right thenthede.

In the same way, when you start feeling bad about yoyrgelére not talking about sin here)
you need to recognize what God says about you and who Gegaagpre (Jeremiah 29:11-13,
31:3, Romans 8:28-29, 2 Corinthians 5:17-20 and many, many more).

Submit yourselves, then, to God. Resist the devil, and heeeifréim you"" James 4:7

Read James 4:7 and answers questions 5-6.

6. How do you counterattack (return attack) the devil oahisy of demons?

7. What does it mean to resist the devil and how do yosopelly resist evil?

Our Triune God is the King and Commander-in-chief of treds of Light. We willingly place
ourselves under His authority and rule. We are subjddinbioand obey His command.

Anything that goes against God’s truth is a lie. We resisppose such deceit with the truth of
God’'s Word. When we hold our ground and do not give in, tHeagimust take flight.
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Tactic#2 Using Otherswith Wicked Intent

Jesus turned and said to Peter, "Get behind me, Satan! You are a stumblintpbiwe; you do
not have in mind the things of God, but the things of f{&Matthew 16:23

8. Read Matthew 16:23. Write in your own words what you tgsgus was saying to Peter.

Satan will try to influence you through others and vicearéoshers through you). Perhaps one
of the men or women that you are leading will say, (\d@serve more recognition for what you
are doing” or “You are a great bible teacher, | think yloausd charge money for what you do.”

There are many ways that others, including family amohé$, can adversely affect the calling
on your life. They do not know they are playing into theds of the devil. But you should by
understanding this tactic. As a leader you must weigh pawgtle say very carefully. Is this
God speaking through this person or is it my enemy? Tis®pés not your enemy but is
unwittingly being used for the enemies’ purpose of ruining Gpls for you and others.

Tactic #3 Unforgiveness

If you forgive anyone, | also forgive him. And what | have forgivethere was anything to
forgive-- | have forgiven in the sight of Christ for your saké order that Satan might not
outwit us. For we are not unaware of his schetf€€ Corinthians 2:10

9. According to 2 Corinthians 2:10, what tactic of Satahesapostle Paul warning against?

"This is how my heavenly Father will treat each of you unless yowé&oygur brother from your
heart."N"Y Matthew 18:35

10. Read Matthew 18:35. How does Jesus warn us furthbe afavils tactics when it comes to

unforgivenss?

Jesus tells us that we must forgive from our hearg. st really pardon our offenders from our
spirit. That is, we hold no grudges or thoughts of regerngye do not withhold love or affection
from the person nor do we withhold kind and responsilileratoward him or her.

Make no mistake, this is spiritual warfare. Satan knihasif we harbor unforgiveness in our
hearts, we will be out of God’s will. The devil wilivg us plenty of reasons why our thoughts
don’t matter as long as we pretend to forgive by our outlyactions.

Understanding that Satan can be the force behind thedeffand your own self-righteous
feelings will help you outsmart him. You outwit the devilfoygiving others from your heart.
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Whenever it gets difficult, think of Jesus on the crogklas prayer for the Father to forgive
them (Luke 23:34).

Tactic # 4 Takes away the Word

Some people are like seed along the path, where the word is sowaonfessshey hear it, Satan
comes and takes away the word that was sown in themark 4:15

11. According to Mark 4:15, when the gospel is preached and thosare lost hear it, what

can Satan do?

In some fashion Satan can take away the words of theeoBxactly how Satan does this is
unclear. Perhaps he whispers lies about the truth &ibhée and what the person’s life will look
like as a Christian. Pray that Satan and his follovaeesdbound or kept from those to whom you
are witnessing and sharing God'’s word.
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Personal Application: War Zone

We all live within the spiritual combat area betweeard@ Kingdom and Satan’s kingdom.
Everyone is subject to attack. We looked at some adelié's tactics so that as a leader you are
not unaware of his schemes and can take appropriate.&tad through the following verses
and summarize other tactics of Satan.

Satan rose up against Israel and incited David to take a census of {$fdeChronicles 21:1

For such men are false apostles, deceitful workmen, masquerading despb&hrist** And
no wonder, for Satan himself masquerades as an angel of figHis not surprising, then, if his
servants masquerade as servants of righteousness. Their end will kbeuhattions deserve.
NV'2 Corinthians 11:13

For we wanted to come to you-- certainly I, Paul, did, again and againSdtain stopped us
NV'1 Thessalonians 2:18

The coming of the lawless one will be in accordance with the w@htah displayed in all kinds
of counterfeit miracles, signs and wondéfsind in every sort of evil that deceives those who
are perishing. They perish because they refused to love the truth bedsaved

NV 2 Thessalonians 2:9

Summarize tactics of Satan from the above verses:

kkhkhkkkhhkkkhhhkkhkhhkkhkhhkhkhkkhkhhkhkikkk*x
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Lesson 13: Spiritual Warfare (Day Four) Wisdom, Courage and Strength in Warfare

Fearing the Lord is the beginning of wisdom (Proverbs Sah@)carries us forward in becoming
skilled in spiritual warfareWar callsfor wise, courageous and strong leaders.

Wisdom in Warfare. Read Proverbs 8:12-14 and answer questions 1- 6:

"|, wisdom, dwell together with prudence; | possess knowledge anetibisct® To fear the
LORD is to hate evil; | hate pride and arrogance, evil behavior andepsevspeech? Counsel
and sound judgment are mine; | have understanding and pBWé&roverbs 8:12-14

1. Read Proverbs 8:12. What are three characteristlisvirig wisdom?

A. B. C.

Three characteristics of having wisdom are prudence, knowsetydiscretion. Jesus was wise
and displayed all three traits in His earthly ministhet’s look at a little closer at the meanings
of these three characteristics.

Firgt, those in command should think strategically or deliberat€hey do not act rashly and
run into battle without any foresight. A wise commanales carefullyprudently. This is not
to say that a leader does not act quickly when necessary.

Second, those in God’s Kingdom must possé&s®wledge of God and the world around them.
Christian leaders must have information to act and ptbicea wise manner. This would include
knowingMilitary Science (principles of military conflict and warfare) as &lates to spiritual
warfare. The Bible is the handbook fepiritual Military Science

Third, a wise manner calls for good judgment. One needs toadkin& plan and act upon it.
This is what is meant hyiscretion. It can also mean showing caution in behaVitesus acted
cautiously and did not allow Himself to be taken unti&s His time to die for our sins.

2. In Proverbs 8:13, when you the LORD you evil.

We do not embrace evil, sin or wickedness. We deteattslland works against God. However,
we are not free to hate our physical enemies. They ptaves of the evil one and we pray that
one day they will be freed to serve the Lord.

Jesus did not want to be “just one of the gang.” Hkahplan and a purpose for being among
sinners and never veered (changed) from it. As withitheypoung man, would be followers
either accepted God’s way or went away (Matthew 16:19-24).

3. What kind of disciples would Jesus have had, if Hedmadpromised on Kingdom principles?

" Oxford American Dictionary consulted for definitions.
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4. What are some ways that you can witness and befriendrs without condoning or giving

the impression that you approve of their evil behavior?

5. Read Proverbs 8:13b. List examples of evil behavidrGoa hates?

God hates pride, arrogance, evil behavior and perverselspdeese are part of Satan’s
repertoire (catalog). Don't fall into the devil's céntraps in regard to these sins. For example,
the sin of pride could have you judging sinners and forgetiaigyou too are saved by grace.

6. Read Proverbs 8:14. What are four other characteredtiessdom and of a wise leader?

a. Counseénd b. c. Understaradhiagl.

As your sheep recognize that God is with you, theyse#dlk your advice. Or you may need to
give advice or instruction even when not sought. Thks@vn as wiseounsel. Take time to
listen to the person carefully and make sure that yiyidanderstand their problem or dilemma.
In the same way, as you deal with counseling groups or latgebers of people, make sure that
you observe, listen and understand what the real lmtled how to proceed.

As you carefully observe and listen, you will discotles truth of the situation. Just think about
being a captain on a physical battlefield. Would you taliryecoops to advance without finding
out what lies ahead? No, you would seek as much infasmas you could in order to make a
sound judgment as to your next move. Life and death hang in the balanc

Assessing (reviewing, evaluating) information callsunderstanding. The wise leader needs
insight to know how to read signs and how to give the aglvice to make right decisions. You
need the right way of thinking that comes from a steawtyfaithful reliance on God.

As you pray intelligent and accurate prayers, Godgivk you the strength ammbwer to lead
with wisdom and success. He delights to answer pr#lyatsnake sense in His will. He does
not delight to answer foolish prayers that lack wisdom.

Couragein Warfare

In 486-465 B.C., King Xerxes of Persia ruled over a remnal¢wish people who had been
taken into captivity. Recall the Jews were God’s peapteit was through Abraham that all the
nations would be blessed. In other words, the Messiaitovoe born through this people.

Satan had no problem seeing that God had a plan forwiehJeeople. Satan had seen the
powerful miracles God had done on their behalf and adaliey were the only ones who knew
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how to worship Him correctly. Satan and his followen aways be around looking to thwart
God’s plans. Therefore, an evil man by the name ofi&iaarose with a plan to kill all the Jews.

At the time Esther, a young Jewish woman, was Que@eisia. She learned of the plot to kill
her people and knew that the king could intervene, howbeegking had not called her into his
presence for a month. Now the Queen did not have thertytthat one might think. No one,
not even the Queen could walk into the king’s presencessislemmoned.

Using wisdom she came up with a plan. However, the gd#led for courage. She had to first
show up in the king’s inner court and seek an audiencehivithAny man or woman, including
the Queen, could be put to death by seeking such a meetimititist being summoned.

With the threat of death Esther declares her famaurdsy “l will go to the king, even though it

is against the law. And if | perish, | perish” (Esthet®: Bravely and courageously she carries
out the plan to save her people. Praise God, her glahsourage succeeded.

We all admire the brave, valiant, and noble men andemowho overcome frightful
circumstances for a greater good. In spiritual warfae,must be that brave and courageous
leader with the ability to control your fear even whaairig extreme danger. You must also
remember that no matter how formidable your satanicGoe, Almighty is stronger.

Have | not commanded you? Be strong and courageous. Do not be terrified; do not be
discouraged, for the LORD your God will be with you wherever you'tfalshua 1:9

Read Joshua 1:9 and answer questions 7-8:
7. Does God commanigaders to be strong and courageous? Yes No €Cird)

8. What is the reason God gives for being strong ancageous?

So do not fear, for | am with you; do not be dismayed, for | am your.&8dsaiah 41:10a

9. Read Isaiah 41:10a. Why does God comnfdochot fear”?

10. How does this knowledge of God being with you comfodt @mcourage you?

Strength in Warfare

When Joshua took over leadership from Moses, God commhdunaleto be strong and
courageous. God commanded him three times (Joshua 1:6phe¥trong. What do you think
God meant by being strong? Did he mean that Joshua wasssdgpdake up physical training
and build up his muscles to be a strong man?
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No, that is not what God had in mind, although gettingstaging in good physical shape is
beneficial. Right after telling Joshua to be strongd @ls him to very careful to obey the law
and not let it depart from his mouth. The new lead&y imediate on God'’s law day and night so
that he will be careful to do everything written in it.

11. Explain what you think God had in mind when He commdnlieshua to be strong?

God is using strong in the sense of having the power ofarsesto evil. God is saying you
need to be strong so that you do not become broken or dawmegg@rit. Joshua needed to be
strong in God and in His ways or else he would be ngdaof being captured by the enemy.
The Israelites, the people Joshua was leading would bsiegathe Jordan River into the
Promised Land and would be heavily engaged in warfare.

In the same way, you need strength in warfare to regiist You need to be strong so that your
spirit in not in danger of being broken or damaged. Yeuesding people into the promised
land of heaven and our enemy Satan and his forcesemhaging you in spiritual warfare.

| will strengthen you and help you; I will uphold you with my righteous hght
NV |saiah 41:10b

But the Lord is faithful, and he will strengthen and protect you frarevil one.
NV'2 Thessalonians 3:3

Read Isaiah 41:10b and 2 Thessalonians 3:3 and answer questions 12-13.

12. Who do you rely on to strengthen, help, and protect ymu the evil one?

13. Are you a strong leader? Yes No (Circle One) l&rpvhy or why not?

| can do everything through him who gives me stre~StRhilippians 4:13

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkk

Personal Application:

Wake up! Strengthen what remains and is about to die, for | have not foundiegolsrcomplete
in the sight of my God" Revelation 3:2

Read Revelation 3:2. Jesus is speaking to Sardis, one sé¥bn churches in Asia. Today
Sardis stands in ruins in the modern country of Turkey.

What is your responsibility in becoming a wise, courageodstanng leader?
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But commission Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, for he will leadbhles peross
and will cause them to inherit the land that you will sB¥ Deuteronomy 3:28

How can you strengthen others so that Jesus will fied ¢eeds complete in the sight of God?

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkk

Lesson 13: Spiritual Warfare (Day Five) Authority in Advancing the Kingdom

He replied, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heav€r.have given you authority to trample
on snakes and scorpions and to overcome all the power of the enemy; noliHiagrmviyou 2°
However, do not rejoice that the spirits submit to you, but rejbi@eyour names are written in
heaven.™V Luke 10:18-20

Read Luke 10:18-20 answer questions 1-3

1. What is authority and where does your authority come®

Authority is the right or capability to give orders. Tperson with authority has power to make
others obey and the liberty to take specific actioesus) has all authority in heaven and earth
(Matthew 28:18) and He is our source of authority. Inrotwds, we have delegated authority.
That means that our rights to rule or govern thetsgirivorld or the physical world come
directly from Christ.

2. What do snakes and scorpions represent in Luke 10:19?

3. How do you overcome the power of Satan and his spiaets?

Snakes and scorpions represent evil spitiisJesus you have the authority and power to win
any battle against Satan and his crew of fallen angélslamons. In fact, as a Christian leader
you have a grave responsibility to enforce Christ’soricin this epic War. However, remember
two things: One, you must be abiding (living) in Christ aildvo, you must trust Jesus by
exercising your authority through faith.

With your help | can advance against a troop; with my God | can scale &'\{&kalm 18:29
4. Read Psalm 18:29. How do you advance the Kingdom and yldstriroops of

Satan?
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Now | want you to know, brothers, that what has happened to me has realy seadvance
the gospel"'"’ Philippians 1:12

5. Paul was put in prison and it appeared that Satan had battlea Yet what does Paul say

in Philippians 1:127?

Because of my chains, most of the brothers in the Lord have been encdarsgeak the word
of God more courageously and fearlesSyPhilippians 1:14

6. Read Philippians 1:14. What was one result of Paul beipgsoned and put in chains?

Take the helmet of salvation and the sword of the Spirit, which igditeof God.
NV Ephesians 6:17

7. In Ephesians 6:17, what weapon does Paul liken to the e¥gsod?

The word of God is the sword of the Spirit. Thiyoesir weapon. Like a master swordsman,
continually practice using your sword so that you mayamisl full power.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkk

Personal Application: Read Ephesians, chapters 1-3 #mdk about your authority in Jesus

Ephesians 6:10-18 is one of the most popular passages tuespiarfare. Read and mediate on
these verses. Also Hebrews 11:32-38.

What are the weak links in your armor that Paul dess?ibe

How will you shore up the weak links in your armor?

But remember, “You, dear children, are from God and have overcomelibeayse the one
who is in you is greater than the one who is in the woflf.1 John 4:

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkk

Next: Lesson 14: The Tender Heart of a Leader

Rev 7-2010
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