Lesson 2

P CHRISTIAN I
LIBRARY |

INTERNATIONAL Date:

Bringing Christ to the Imprisoned

Christian Leadership
How to influence the ideas, opinions and actions of others for Jesus.Chri

Lesson 2: Triple Love Poured Out(Day One) Love, Approval and Tough Times

In lesson 1 we learned that Jesus is our leadership midaeinstructions or blueprint for
following Jesus is the Bible. By following the Biblespirit and truth and building on Jesus, the
Cornerstone, we can become purposeful leaders like Hasigy God’s power released through

us for good.

And a voice from heaven said, "This is my Son, whom | love; withdrmwell pleased."
Matthew 3:17

1. After Jesus was baptized in Matthew 3:17, God the Fathé, “This is my

whom | : with him well

God spoke love and encouragement into Jesus’ life. Jesltslze confident of His Father’s
love; He could rest in God’s support of Him. The Greek Yer well pleased is eudokeo. It
also means to take delight or pleasurétmthink well of and to approve.God’s love and His
approval defined Jesus’ ministry and leadership. God'’s lovédandpproval should be the
motivating factors in your ministry and leadership of pg®ple.

2. How do you think God’s love and approval affected Jesfiesdihd the choices He made?

3. How will being confident of God’s love and approval fouyaffect how you lead others?

! Bibleworks 6, 2003.
2 Strong, James, “The New Strong’s Complete DictioméBible Words, Thomas Nelson Publisher, Nashuville,
1996.
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Lesson 2

God affirmed His love and approval for Jesus at the begynning of Jesus’ public ministry.
God had confidence in Jesus and expected Him to succeed laandlbedient. He took pleasure
in His Son and was delighted in Him. Nevertheleghtrafter God spoke of His love and
approval of His Son, the Spirit led Jesus in the deésdast for 40 days and forty nights
(Matthew 4:1-11). While there Jesus was tempted by the devil.

4. Do you view times of testing, struggles or pain as aaigbod’s love and confidence in you?
Y N (Circle one) Explain you answer.

Many times when people face temptation or hardship,itheyediately feel that God does not
love them or care about them. This is far fromttbéh. Remember God created man; man did
not create God. Have you heard the joke, “God createdmtdis image and man returned the
favor.” We try to understand God according to our frafida. But the Bible is clear that our
ways are not His ways (Isaiah 55:8-9).

However, sometimes you may be facing the Father'sptiise. God may be taking you through
a rough or difficult time in order to teach you obedienkle. may have let things go bleak in
order to correct, train or instruct you in His ways.

because the Lord disciplines those he loves, and he punishes everyonepte asa son."
Hebrews 12:6

5. According to Hebrews 12:6, the Lord those he

and he everyone he as a

When you are going through a particularly difficult tiaek God if you have been disobedient or
sinned in some way (Matthew 18:7-9, Psalm 39:11). If you kewed, confess, repent and
accept forgiveness in Christ (1 John 1:9). Then movekaep the focus on Jesus and not
yourself. Self pity is a sin and morbid introspectiodasigerous to your mental health. If you
have not sinned, still keep your eyes upon Jesus and notlfohles is your source of joy and
peace!

You and those you will be leading must look at persaohadtsons through the life of Jesus. He
was loved and approved of completely by the Father andagimmediately placed in a

difficult situation in the desert. He faced difficaliallenges in life and death. Don'’t ever forget
that He was asked to take our sins into His body and strffeifixion. And He was without sin.
Study Matthew, Mark, Luke and John and memorize versestfiese books to keep your focus
on Jesus the Christ.

God raised Jesus from the dead and He reigns over headesarth. We are promised eternal
life and the gift of reigning with Jesus (2 Timothy 2:11-12ydétation 20:6). God loves you so
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much that He wants to spend eternity with .ybhink about what Paul saidsor our light and
momentary troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that far outwdighsall "’ 2
Corinthians 4:17

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkk

Personal Application:

Are you going through a rough or difficult season now? YQircle one) If yes, please share as
much as you would like and how we can pray for you.

May our Lord Jesus Christ himself and God our Father, who loved us and ¢mabésgave us
eternal encouragement and good hdpencourage your hearts and strengthen you in every
good deed and wor@ Thessalonians 2:16-17

But commission Joshua, and encourage and strengthen him, for he will leadbhles peross
and will cause them to inherit the land that you will s&etuteronomy 3:28
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Lesson 2: Triple Love Poured Out(Day Two) A New Creation

In day one we looked at Jesus’ baptism and temptatideiddsert. Notice how God the Father,
Jesus and the Holy Spirit were working together. Ré&cah Lesson One Building a

Leadership Modethat we learned that Jesus is part of a divine mystetywe call the Trinity.
There is God the Father, God the Son and God the$joit. They have a perfect loving and
harmonious relationshipThey are one. Jesus wants Christians to be one witha@d even
prayed to the Father “that they may be one as wereare bin them and you in me.” (John
17:22-23)

In order to be one with God we must be born again amghhea@ new creation. We are
physically born into the old order because Adam and Ewbeied God in the Garden of Eden.
They sinned by turning away from God and turning to their oWisiselesires. They had free
will, free choice. Thus Adam gave mankind sin as a legabgritance).

For since death came through a man, the resurrection of the dead com#walsh a mar??
For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made ali¥eCorinthians 15:21-22

1. According to 1 Corinthians 15:21 what did Adam bring into théepeworld that God

created?
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2. In Adam all , S0 in all will be made

3. Why do you think this is important for you to know ashai§tian leader?

Original or inherited sin is a doctrine (belief) of Chasity (Romans 5:12-21). Sin is universal
to mankind. It is part of our fallen nature due to Adam arelEwst sin or rebellion against
God. He told them what to do and they disobeyed. Thdyfiee choice and chose to believe
Satan who was already in active rebellion against God.

The Bible is clear that we are conceived in sin (P$dlrf) but does not give us God’s reason
behind the inheritance of our sin nature from Adam and HVe Bible is also clear that God
did not create sin nor does He cause mankind to sind@oxteate the potential for evil, that is,
man has the potential to turn away from God. If Adam arellad trusted and obeyed God we
would all live in loving harmony in an idyllic (heavenly) gand8ut God wanted, and still wants
His creatures to desire His company and love Him freedyrext in a forced or compulsory state.

And the LORD God commanded the man, "You are free to eat from aitytlieegarden®’ but
you must not eat from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil, foryaheat of it you will
surely die.N"V Genesis 2:16-17

4. What would you say to someone who said it wasn’ttfeit mankind had to pay the price for

Adam and Eve’s sin?

If you and | were given the opportunity to be the firstnand woman, we most likely would
have committed the first sin also. Perhaps Adam anddsted in their perfect state a lot longer
than we would have under the same circumstances. Gbsss proved that God is not only
honorable but extremely fair and just to all mankindtimbately those who accept God's free
gift of Jesus’ sacrifice do not pay the price for Adard &ve’s sin. Jesus paid the price for our
inherited sin and all the evil things that we have done siecere@ve born.

Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; the oldjbas, the new has come!
2 Corinthians 5:17

5. According to 2 Corinthians 5:17, are you a new creathfif or why not?
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We are born into sin and have a sinful nature (Psalm Epfigsians 2:3). Adam ate from the
forbiddentree. However in Christ we are made brand new. Christamasified on thdree
(cross) to pay for the sin of Adam and all the sins hlha&e ever been committed.

When God the Father draws or attracts a person, Heeas given the opportunity to eat
spiritually of Christ (John 6:44-47). However, when tingtation comes, one must accept the
invitation to the gift of life. In the garden of Edendsaid not to eat of a certain tree, in our
“garden” we are told to eat from the tree (cross) lnfi<E. Those who believe and follow Christ
are redeemed, bought back with a price through Jesussthdiam (1 Corinthians 15:45,
Romans 5:12-21).

6. Why do you and other Christians still sin after trustiegud as Lord and Savior?

After we are born again in Christ we are a new @aatOur sins are forgiven and we have
God’s Spirit to lead us in all righteousness. We cjdaalve the ability to do what is right
(Romans 6:11-14) but we do sin (1 John 1:8).

God does not take away our human nature and our abillydose good from evil (Romans
6:19). We still have free will and we still have Satad &is followers who prowl around looking
for someone to devour (1 Peter 5:8). In our natural bedyyill always be tempted to put
ourselves, our comfort and our own satisfaction aboverst Plus we continue to live in a
fallen and corrupted world which can give us cause to paus# ijourney with Christ.

Even Jesus, in His humanity was tempted. (Matthew 4: Hat) was He tempted? He was
tempted to turn rocks into bread when He was hungryceve His reward early (if He
worshipped Satan) and avoid the cross (Matthew 26:38-39). Wasyserfect and in every
temptation He had, He never sinned. He always choses@ay.

Jesus lives within the believer and helps us to resigiteion like He did. We need to allow
Jesus to take over and work through us. (Philippians 4:18¢e @e are saved we begin the
process called sanctification. We grow in holinesspandy each day. (Hebrews 12:14-15, 1
Thessalonians 4:3-8) As a new creation we do not enjoyssido we habitually sin but we do
make wrong choices.

7. Are you cooperating with Jesus and His Spirit in the m®0é your sanctification?

8. How are you helping others in their process of beingtgfaed?

Each member of the Blessed Trinity was involved in tieation of the world and each is
involved with you as a new creatiohhey are interested in you and in your life. God loy@s

Copyright © Christian Library International 5
Box 97095 Raleigh, NC 27624 www.cli-nc.org



Lesson 2

with a powerful and amazing love. No one comes clo$aving you like your Triune God,
Father, Jesus and Holy Spirit!

Now as a new creation you have the mind of Chris€dfnthians 2:16). You are righteous and
holy before God. You have the ability as a new creatoook upon people, circumstances and
situations in an entirely different way. You can le#datively!

How did you receive this new mind with different attitudes and emotions?

Flesh gives birth to flesh, but the Spirit gives birth to spiohn 3:6

9. Who gives birth to your spirit?

"No one can come to me unless the Father who sent me draws him, ikmdi$evhim up at the
last day.John 6:44

10. Jesus says that no one can come to Him (belietvas&in Him) unless the
draws (attracts, pulls) him.

| am the living bread that came down from heaven. If anyone eats ofehs, ve will live
forever. This bread is my flesh, which | will give for tiie &f the world."John 6:51

11.In John 6:51 Jesus says that He is the bread thatcvamfeom heaven.
If anyone of this , he will forever. This
is my , which I will for the of the world.

We must have food (bread) in order to physically live. st have Jesus (spiritual food) to
have an abundant (not wasted) life now and eternadfliéx our body dies. This is an excellent
metaphor (symbol — one thing used to represent anothersp®itwal being (consciousness not
associated with a physical body) depends wholly and unegliyagpon our continuing
relationship with Jesus.

What happens if we just eat a few crumbs of bread ea¢h W&e may remain alive but we will
be unhealthy and have very little energy. It is #@e with eating spiritually of Jesus. We must
partake of Jesus continually if we are to be healthyimspirit.

A leader must be strong in his/her spiritual being in otaenake an impact on our world. God
uses people weak in body but not weak in spirit. He lédakghose who are wholly committed
to Him. Psalm 34:15 tells us thélhe eyes of the LORD are on the righteous and his ears are
attentive to their cry;

God is looking for leaders who are righteous by takinglirand frequent meals of Jesus. He is
looking for those who believe they are righteous inistland want God to use them for His
glory. If you are lacking holy zeal for the Lord simply pfay it. WhatJames 1:6-8 says about
seeking wisdom is true in all holy things we ask for su3&nameBut when he asks, he must
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believe and not doubt, because he who doubts is like a wave of the sea, blteogsaadby the
wind. That man should not think he will receive anything from the Llwds a double-minded
man, unstable in all he does.

Jesus died on the cross to pay for our sins. Thenfest that you share with Jesus is when our
spirits (thinking and understanding) believe\trust\pladé fa the truth that Jesus in his human
form (flesh) was crucified and took your sins into Hx&lf. This act was acceptable to God for
the punishment you deserve for all of your sins.

Man can make, design and form but only God creates. nRdwot God can create a universe and
no one but God can create a clean heart. Create neebnsg into existence that which did not
exist before. Prior to Christ in our lives, you and revtally unclean. All our righteous acts
were like filthy rags (Isaiah 64:6). Our choices may hsaemed morally good, but anything
done outside of God is self serving and therefore sin.

12. What are some ways that you are a new creation bewmming a Christian? In other words,

what kinds of things do you now do and think?

13. What other kinds of things would you like to see developed ffour new heart?

We have the choice to follow God’s ways and accepgkise or not. In other words we can
grow spiritually with His help or not. Take a few minuge®l ask Jesus to work through you and
develop your character, attitudes and mind so that yountatity have a pure and holy heart.

Create in me a pure heart, O God, and renew a steadfast spirit \wiifPsalm 51:10
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Personal Application:

He will wipe every tear from their eyes. There will be moedeath or mourning or crying or
pain, for the old order of things has passed awaie who was seated on the throne said, "l am
making everything new!" Then he said, "Write this down, for these \mogdsustworthy and

true." Revelation 21:4-5

Meditate and ask God to speak to you through Revelation 21:4#& @®bd’s response. Write

your response to God.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkk
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Lesson 2: Triple Love Poured Out(Day Three) The Love of the Father

Love is one of those words that we all understand ligittnhave difficulty coming up with a
definition. Most of the time we think of feelings o®toward the opposite sex. But love is
much more. It is the basis of our created world. Gedted the universe out of love. He
created you out of love.

Love is a loyal, dependable, unselfish, generous and canmmgiofor another. It is also
extreme liking, radical devotion and genuine affectioe. [darned that our Triune God has
perfect love for each other and now we are going tahsgeGod loves you also. The Father and
Jesus and the Holy Spirit love you. Triune, Triphed is indeed poured out on you!

God is reliable and dependable in His relationship wath yHe will never let you down. He is
unselfish and generous towards you. He wants what iddvegiu. God cares deeply about you
and is totally interested in all that you do. He newesses any special event in your life but is
always there cheering you on and helping you succeed.imnigeldition He is always by your
side when everyone else has left and abandoned yan iEyou don'’t feel or see His presence,
He is working on your behalf to make things right. He ®ipgrfect peace and joy into your life.
God is eternally giving. He always delights in givingiygood gifts. Plus He really, really likes
you, is radically devoted to you and has genuine affectiogdu.

The LORD appeared to us in the past, saying: "l have loved you with daséng love; | have
drawn you with loving-kindnes3eremiah 31:3

1. In Jeremiah 31:3, the LORD was speaking to Israel Inubst certainly applies to His people

today. The LORD says: “ | have you with and an ;| e

you with -

And so we know and rely on the love God has for us. God is love. Wheevén love lives in
God, and God in himl John 4:16

2.1 John 4:16 tell us that God is . We and on the
love God has for us.

Don’'t doubt God'’s love for you. We are told that we &aow, understand and recognize with
certainty that God loves us. We are also told treatan rely, depend, and trust on the love that
God has for us. That means do not look at circumssaoncgetermine God’s love for you — look
to Him.

When we think of God’s attributes such as His power andomis we are overwhelmed at how
small our strength and intellect is in comparison to Hi®d is all powerful and all wise. In the
same way, God’s love is so amazing that we have iaudiffime comprehending its magnitude.
God is all-loving.
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3. Why do you think a leader needs to know and rely on Goués?lo

4. Have you considered how much your Heavenlgather loves you? Yes No (Circle one)

The LORD your God is with you, he is mighty to save. Heakil great delight in you, he will
quiet you with his love, he will rejoice over you with singirgphaniah 3:17

5.Who takes great delight in you, calms all your feand, sings celebration songs over you?

The my . Is God with you sometimes, most of theotimlways? (Circle one)

But | am like an olive tree flourishing in the house of God; | tnu€sod's unfailing love for ever
and everPsalm 52:8

Olive trees were valuable for their strong wood, oil ahcoairse olives. God gave the trees to
bless mankind and animals with shelter, safety and.ftoniPsalm 52 David compares himself to
an olive tree thriving in the house of God.

David had been anointed (oil from olive tree) to be kintsidel but Saul was still in power.
Saul not only was in power but was always plotting torigedf David. It is during this time that
David compares himself to a tree that not only withstaimelstorms of life but actually prospers
during difficult circumstances.

David is a leader who has confidence that God loves Hienknows God'’s love for him will
never stop or fail. David finds his peace and prosperiad and not in his circumstances.

6. According to Psalm 52:8, how long will God love you? For nd a

7. Will His love fall short, be incomplete or fail yon someway? Yes No (Circle one)
kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkk

Personal Application: Meditate on the following scriptures and then sinceredy pihe prayer
that follows the verse.

So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he createddigrand female he
created themGenesis 1:27

Many waters cannot quench love; rivers cannot wash it away. If onetevgree all the wealth
of his house for love, it would be utterly scorrteaing of Solomon 8:7

The LORD said to me, "Go, show your love to your wife again, though kived by another
and is an adulteress. Love her as the LORD loves the Isradhtegyh they turn to other gods
and love the sacred raisin cakesibsea 3:1
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O LOVE,

In love You created all mankind. In love, You créatee in Your own image! And
You reveal that many waters cannot quench Your love forirers cannot wash it away.
Though | have sinned and have turned away from you liketarir&iou still love me. You even
make a way in Jesus for my sins to be forgiven.

You are reliable and dependable in Your relationship withYoe will never let me
down. You are unselfish and generous towards me. Yatuwlzat is best for me. O God, You
care deeply about me and are totally interested ihatllitdo. You never miss any special event
in my lives but are always there cheering me on andrigelpe succeed in life. You are always
by my sides when everyone else has left and abandone&wee.if | don'’t feel or see Your
presence, | know You are working on my behalf to make thighs. You bring perfect peace
and joy into my lives.

O God, You are eternally giving. Thank You for alwdgdiighting in me and giving me
good gifts. | know that You really, really like me ane aadically devoted to me. Thank You
God for having genuine affection for me. In other workank You for loving me. Like all
Your attributes Your love is overwhelmingly magnanimolrsJesus, Amen.
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Lesson 2: Triple Love Poured Out(Day Four) The Love of Christ

“Jesus loves me this | know for the Bible tells me kittle ones to Him belong, they are weak
but He is strong. Yes, Jesus loves me, yes Jesus i@ge3esus loves me, the Bible tells me
s0.”

Perhaps when you began to read the above lyrics, you apdadging this child’s song to
yourself. Itis a good song to help children understardJésus does love them. It is a good
song to let us know that Jesus loves us. Yes, Jesusylmwes’ou can know that Jesus loves
you because of what the Bible tells us. You can badelefor God when you feel weak because
He is always strong and will work through you.

1. Have you considered how much_Chrisfesusloves you? Yes No (Circle one)

Who, being in very nature God, did not consider equality with God somethiegot@asped put
made himself nothing, taking the very nature of a servant, being made am likemess And
being found in appearance as a man, he humbled himself and became obedient te@wveath--
death on a crosdPhilippians 2:6-8

Although Jesus is the second Person of the Trinity @ihd®od, He did not demand or expect
His divine rights. He put aside His glory and by the goef the Holy Spirit was born of a
virgin named Mary. He stooped down from the most pawand awesome position in the
universe to become a lowly man on earth in a frail badg could be bruised and cut both
physically and emotionally. He experienced trauma and @uin He never blamed you.

2. Have you ever given up your rights for someone else® tiescribe what you did? Has
anyone ever given up their rights for you? If so desonhat he/she did?
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3. Could you or anyone you know possibly take as deep a plangssition as Jesus?

Yes No (Circle One) Why or Why not?

4.. What are your thoughts when you consider how Jesubladrilimself for you?

‘Actions speak louder than words’ is an old saying. Jesttsof coming down from heaven,
taking the form of a man and then dying a painful and Iblerdeath speaks very loudly:

‘I LOVE Youum”
Greater love has no one than this, that he lay down his life for bisdsiJohn 15:13

5.Jesus loves me this | know for the Bible tells me sowldoes the Bible in John 15:13 tell us
that Jesus loves you and me?

For | am convinced that neither death nor life, neither angels nor demeitiser the present
nor the future, nor any power$,neither height nor depth, nor anything else in all creation, will
be able to separate us from the love of God that is in Christ desuord Romans 8:38-39

6. Paul tells us in Romans 8:38 that neither nor r, neithe
nor , heither the nor the , hor any
, heither nor , hor in all
, will be able to us from the of that
isin Jesus our

You can rest in God’s love that is in Christ Jesuiss $ecure. God Himself protects you in His
love. Indeed no one can snatch you out of His handn( 10128-29). God'’s love for you cannot
be taken away by anyone or anything.
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And we know that in all things God works for the good of those who loyvevhio have been
called according to his purposg.For those God foreknew he also predestined to be conformed
to the likeness of his Son, that he might be the firstborn among many brBibwans 8:28-29

Please read Romans 8:28-29. God promises to work all thingarfgood because we love Him
and He has called us to His purpose. Now our good is tortberomed into the image of Jesus
Christ. Now think abouyour Leader and Savior. Hmmm. Being made in the likenesesirof
self- sacrificing Savior is not exactly how we usuatlierpret these verses is it?

But the meaning of these verses hold an eternal and egduoessage of love for yout is a
promise of success in your leadership responsibilitiegcess not as the world sees success but
as the Eternal Kingdom of God views it. God is promisingotaform you into the likeness of

His Son. Whatever is going on in your life, God wagkut so that you become more giving,
loving, holy, compassionate, and kind. In other words, ydilbetome God centered.

7. According to Romans 8:28-29 what result is God looking for awétés for our good?
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Personal Application:

Even though Jesus was sent to die a horrible death, Heitrdbe Father’s love for Him Even
though our sins placed Him on the cross, He still lasseand wants to be with u&ven though
we sometimes fail God, He invites us to place our burdeHssdeet because He always cares.

Mediate on and memorize John 17:24 and 1 Peter 5:7.

"Father, | want those you have given me to be with me where | antg aad my glory, the glory
you have given me because you loved me before the creation of theJaond 7:24

Cast all your anxiety on him because he cares for yd&eter 5:7

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkkhkkhkkkkkkk

Lesson 2: Triple Love Poured Out(Day Five) The Love of the Holy Spirit
1. Have you considered how much the Holy Spirit loves yow2s No (Circle one)

Eternal life with God is a gift of loveBelievers are given a forever life of perfect gnd
satisfaction. No tears, nor sorrow, no pain, butnetdsliss.

The Spirit gives life; the flesh counts for nothing. The words | speken to you are spirit and
they are life.John 6:63

2. According to John 6:63 who is a major Partner in giviog gternal life?
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For you did not receive a spirit that makes you a slave again to feayphuteceived the Spirit
of sonship. And by him we cry, "Abba, Fathdritie Spirit himself testifies with our spirit that we
are God's childrenRomans 8:15

3. By Whom are we enabled to cry out to God as “Abba F&the

4 Who testifies with your spirit that you are a chifdGond?

In the same way, the Spirit helps us in our weakness. We do not knowendnaght to pray for,
but the Spirit himself intercedes for us with groans that words canpot€s.Romans 8:26

5. Who helps you to pray and even intervenes and pleagds®f?

The Holy Spirit reveals His love for you throughout Bible. He wants you in His family. He
wants you to be a full member of the family with faleritance rights. You are called a son of
God. Yes, even if you are a woman, you are callechatGod to indicate that you are a full
member in God’s household. In ancient times, womenadalicha@ve the right to inherit property
and in some cases were considered property themsdltesSpirit of God gives you full status
in God’s family.
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Personal Application:
Read 1 Corinthians 12:7-11.

Now to each one the manifestation of the Spirit is given for the comgaod?® To one there is
given through the Spirit the message of wisdom, to another the messageletigady means
of the same Spirif,to another faith by the same Spirit, to another gifts of healing byottet
Spirit, ° to another miraculous powers, to another prophecy, to another distinguishingeletw
spirits, to another speaking in different kinds of tongues, and t@astther the interpretation of
tongues™ All these are the work of one and the same Spirit, and he givegateach one, just
as he determined. Corinthians 12:7-11

Consider the Spirit’s love and the gifts He makeslalta to you for leading God’s people for
their good. Ask the Spirit to manifest Himself in Your &fe He desires and for the glory of our
Triune God.

kkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkkhkkhkk

Many people struggle with questions about God'’s love fanthEven though | was born into a
family in which | felt loved, | struggled with believing th&od really cared about me that much.
There are others who have been abused, neglected, abdndoffered loss or born with a
deformity or disability. If God loved me, | wouldn’t haliad this particular experience or
circumstance in my life. Surprisingly there are efa@ks who have not been mistreated in any
way who have a terrible time accepting and believingad'&love for them.
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Lesson 2

6. Do you truly believe that God love and cares for ydw?ally Sometimes Never (Circle One)

If you answered sometimes or never, why do you think yoinaeeure in God’s love for you?

How can we pray for you so that you rest in God’s umfgilove?

Believing and accepting God's pure and holy love for youitgalin the life of a Christian
leader. You must come to a place in your life wherekyaw without a doubt that God loves
you. You trust in His unfailing love every day no mattéiat seems to be happening.
Everything that you think, do and plan is dependent on youritr@bd’s love.

It doesn’t matter if every person you have ever knbas failed you. It doesn’'t matter if you
have never been loved by any other person in this witrltbesn’t matter what people think of
you. These earthly things are not a barometer (itaticaf God’s love for you.

One of the measurements of God’s love for you isytbatexist at all. He formed you and knew
you before you were born (Jeremiah 1:5, Psalm 139:14-16). ade you in His image (Genesis
1:26). Yes, no matter what you look like or what you@danGod designed you in and for His
love. Plus He made you with the capacity to accejol tiust in His love.
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Personal Application:

Just as your salvation is an act of faith so is yotiet@nd trust in God’s unfailing love.
Actually anything that does not come from faith is sinrflans 14:23). Ask the Holy Spirit to
guide you in faith and pray right now.

Father, Jesus and Holy Spirit,

| believe that You love me and care for me in d&ed personal way. Your love is
grand, holy, pure and eternal. | ask that | may expegiand rest in your love everyday. | pray
God Most High that | never doubt Your love for me at ame or in any circumstance of my life
or in the circumstances other people’s lives. Thankfgoloving me and answering my prayer
of faith. | know that You love me and | trust in Yaurfailing love. Amen.
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Next: Lesson 3: Fruit and Leadership

Rev 7-2010

Copyright © Christian Library International 14
Box 97095 Raleigh, NC 27624 www.cli-nc.org



